ST MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, November 22. Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service. 7:00 pm.
Thursday, November 23 & Friday, November 24. Church Office closed for
Thanksgiving
Saturday, December 2. Women’s Ministry Cookie Exchange 10:00 a.m.
Join us….

Sunday, December 3. Normal Worship Schedule.

 8:00 a.m. And 10:45
a.m. Worship Every
Sunday

Wednesday, December 6. Midweek Advent Service. 7:00pm

 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School for Children
and Bible Study for
Adults

Saturday, December 9 Christmas Caroling 10:00 a.m. Decorate the Sanctuary
Sunday, December 10. Normal Worship Schedule
Wednesday, December 13. Midweek Advent Service. 7:00pm.
Sunday, December 17. 10am Christmas Program with Choir and Sunday School
Children
Wednesday, December 20. Midweek Advent 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 24. 10 am and 6:30 pm Family Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service. With Communion
Monday, December 25. 10:00am Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 31 10:00 am New Year’s Eve Service
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An Attitude of Gratitude - Pastor Mark Wiesenborn
Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we prepare to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday
followed by the busy season of Advent and Christmas, let me remind you of the
changes that happen within our hearts all year long through the power and presence
of the Holy Spirit. We pray for two specific things:
1) that we would grow in faith towards God (this begins with a foundation of
knowledge of His Word, which is affirmed with belief, and enables us to trust);
2) that we would grow in love for our neighbor.
Although you may not be aware of these changes from one week to the next, I
believe as you look back on your life you should be able to see that your own heart
has indeed been changed – just as it will continue to change as you remain in Jesus
Christ as your Lord and Savior. We learn from His life and teachings what it means
to be faithful; to be humble; to be patient; to be kind; and to be compassionate.
As we grow in faith and faithfulness, it becomes easier and also more satisfying to
live with a Christ-centered point of view (rather than being self-centered). When we
take the time to count our blessings, we discover that we each in our own way have
the time and abilities and resources to be a blessing to others! Jesus invites us to ask,
and we will receive according to the Father’s will. And beyond this, the Holy Spirit
has enabled us to pray with an attitude of gratitude. Wherever you are this Thanksgiving, whether to enjoy a grand feast gathered with family and friends or for a simple
meal alone, you are invited to join together with us all in this prayer:

A Prayer for your Thanksgiving meal
Let us pray. Lord God, creator of all . . .
For the food we are about to share and for those who have worked to harvest,
provide, prepare and serve it, we give you thanks.
For those we love who are not with us at the table today (you may say the
names of specific individuals at this time), we give you thanks.
For moments of happiness and joy that brighten our days, we give you thanks.
For every good day filled with work, school and home responsibilities, we give
you thanks.
For giving us life and breath and all that we need from day to day, we give you
thanks.
For your Son Jesus Christ, who died and now lives again so that we can have
everlasting life, we give you thanks.
Lord God, we lift up our praise and gratitude to you on this Thanksgiving
Day. Amen.
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Volunteer Spotlight– Mickey Phoenix
If you have enjoyed a taco party, the
flowers in the courtyard, the pasta
lunch, or the church picnic in the
last 10 years, you have the amazing
and formidable Mickey Phoenix to
thank. She is responsible for mobilizing volunteers, gathering supplies,
making a plan and seeing them out
with that braid whipping and a
gleam in her eye (sometimes with a
small cute dog in tow).
Mickey will always step up when
called upon to help with graphics or
banners without hesitation.
I am so glad to have her on the
SMLC team. Thanks, Mickey, for
making us more fun and more beautiful.– Robyn Ackerman

Kroger Community Rewards Program and
Randall’s Good Neighbor Program
There are two grocery store programs that benefit St. Matthew:
If you are interested participating the Kroger Community Rewards Program, SMLC’s number is 83042. You can call 800-576-4377 or go to Kroger.com to sign up for their program.
Randall’s Good Neighbor Program can be accessed by using the number
4559. You can also go to the website and click on Community Rewards
or just take the number to the Customer Service desk where someone
should be able to help you.

Christmas Caroling
Adults & Children welcome! We have a long list of members needing Christmas
cheer this year, so please join us Saturday, 12/9 at 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p. m.
Spread Christmas cheer to our homebound members and local nursing homes as
we carol together. Please meet in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. We will split into
groups and travel to nursing homes and several homebound members' homes. No
vocal experience necessary- just a heart to share the love of the season with others.
After caroling we will gather for fellowship. More details to come. For questions
contact Jennifer Bruce at 713-725-4306 or jenbrucemail@gmail.com.
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Board of Elders, Men’s Ministry, and Parish Ministry

Relationships
Many of you may remember the old Twilight Zone episode where a
man became distraught over so many people in the world. He saw them
as a nuisance and wished he could be alone in order to obtain some
peace and quiet. Plus, he could get a lot accomplished without the interference of others. So the gentleman gets his wish and as Rod Serling
commonly states, “the man has just entered the twilight zone”. The
lone inhabitant of the world soon discovers that it is not so great to be
all alone. He eventually goes insane from the isolation.
We need relationships. God did not design us to be alone. In Genesis
2:18 it reads: Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” However, relationships are not easy. Different personalities, opinions, beliefs, and
cultures make it sometimes difficult to maintain long lasting relationships. Reasons for unsuccessful relationships should always begin with
an evaluation of ourselves. Philippians 2:4-5 states: Not looking to your
own interests but each of you to the interests of others. In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.
Were we a good friend and available in their time of need? Were we
supportive as a husband or wife? Did we allow for quality time with our
children, family, and friends? If we answered “No” to any of these examples then our own interests came before the caring of others.
Relationships are not easy as they require a lot of work and attentiveness for success. If the relationship is broken then as stated in Matthew
5:23-25 we are told that if we have an unresolved disagreement with
someone that we should resolve it as soon as possible, even before we
go to church again. Resolve with a humble attitude, listen, try to understand, and value the others point of view. One should never go into a
reconciliation seeking to get one’s point across or to make the other
feel ashamed or inadequate. Family and friends are one of God’s blessings that we should cherish and enjoy. It is through these relationships
that we grow as stewards of our worldly community and demonstrate to
others the “mindset of Christ Jesus”.
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Lutheran devotion writer Tim Hetzner states there are five scriptural ways to improve the quality of your relationships:
1) Always show appreciation. Who are the people that really
matter in your life? Let them know you love them, and do it
often. Practice the ten-to-one rule: ten compliments to every
one criticism! Many of us think the best way to help people is to
‘straighten them out’. No, the best way to help others is to look
for the best in them.
2) Put others first. ‘Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving
the Lord, not men’ (Ephesians 6:7).If you adopt that mindset in
your dealings with others, you will go far in life.
3) Serve others gladly. Service is the toughest thing to teach because nobody wants to be thought of as a servant.
4) Forgive it, resolve it, and move beyond it. If someone has
hurt you and you need to address it, do it
immediately. Then forgive it, resolve it, and
move beyond it. And if it’s not worth bringing up, forget it and move on.
5) Make time for the people who
matter. Don’t give away your time on a firstcome-first-served basis. Don’t devote so
much energy to ‘the squeaky wheel’ that
you short-change the people in your life
who matter most.
Blessings on your relationships and holiday season.
Doyle Del Bosque
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Sign Up to Serve in 2018
There are sign up
sheets on the bulletin
board near the office.
If you are interested
in serving on as an

Usher, reading Scripture
on Sundays, or being a
part of the 2018 Donut
List, please sign up.
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If you plan on doing your holiday
shopping online, here is a new way
that you can support St. Matthew
Lutheran Church at the same time!
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that has all of the
advantages and products of Amazon.com. The difference is that
when you shop on AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price to the
eligible charitable organization of
your choice, hopefully St. Matthew
Lutheran Church!On your first visit For more information, go to http://
to AmazonSmile, you will be
smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/
prompted to select a charitable or- pd.html
ganization to receive donations
from eligible purchases before you
begin shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then
every eligible purchase you make
on AmazonSmile will result in a donation.

Stamps for Lutheran World Relief
Thanks to all your fellow believer for donating stamps to help defray
costs of shipping emergency supplies to areas where a catastrophe has
happened. Please continue to donate stamps-especially commemorative
to this worthy mission program. Cut stamps with a one quarter inch
edge or just bring the envelope and volunteers will trim the stamps for
purchase by collectors

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally
We would like to invite you to worship with us.
We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relationships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we
grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals,
couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible
study, and special events.
ST MATTHEW LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Come join our church family.

5315 Main St.
Houston, TX 7004

Phone: 713.526.5731
Fax: 713.524.1709
Email: ofcmgr@stmatthewhouston.org
Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn
Organist: Jeannine Rowden
Choir Director: Laura Bohlmann
Business Administrator: Robyn Ackerman

