
Upcoming Events 

S T  M A T T H E W  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

4th Quarter 2015 

 

Join us…. 

 8:00 a.m.  And  10:45 

a.m. Worship Every 

Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

School for Children 

and Bible Study for 

Adults 

 

Wednesday, November 25.  Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service.  7:00 pm. 

Thursday, November 26 & Friday, November 27.  Church Office closed for 

Thanksgiving 

Wednesday, December  2.  Advent Service.  11:00am & 7:00pm,                  

Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday, December 5.  Decorate the Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 6. Normal Worship Schedule. 

Wednesday, December 9.  Advent Service.  11:00am & 7:00pm,                   

Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 11.  Fellowship Club Christmas Party at Pastor and Kristen 

Wiesenborn’s.  7:00pm - 11:00pm. 

Saturday, December 12.   Children's Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal.  

10am Women’s Ministry Cookie Exchange 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, December 13.    10am Children’s Christmas Program. 

Wednesday, December 16.  Advent Service.  11:00am & 7:00pm.                 

Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, December 20.  10:00 am Advent Services 

Thursday, December 24.  6:30pm Family Christmas Eve Service 

Thursday, December 24.  11:00pm Candlelight Communion Service 

Friday, December 25.  10:00am Christmas Communion Service 

Sunday, December 27.  10:00 am Worship Service 

Thursday, December 31. 7:00pm New Year’s Eve Service 

Please note that 

there will be only 

one  Sunday wor-

ship service begin-

ning at 10:00 a.m. 

on December 13, 

20, and 27! 

Herald 2015 



 

SMLC Book Club 

The book is:  Where An-
gels Walk by Joan Wester 
Anderson 

 

Next SMLC Bookclub 
meeting is to be held 
on Friday evening, 
January 22nd at the 
home of Bill and Mar-
la Niksch at 7pm.   
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Join the revamped Women’s Ministry in 2016! After our annual 

Christmas cookie exchange to close out 2015, you can look for-

ward to a tea party, death by chocolate, berry picking, board 

games, fall crafts, park outings, and more. We will be flexible in 

meeting times and activities throughout the year, and, while we 

have a schedule mapped out for 2016, we are still taking to sug-

gestions! Please contact one or all of us to share your ideas: 

Anna Wilde, gospurs927@gmail.com 

Brooke Meaike, brooke.fullner@gmail.com 

Kerstin Green, kmclevel@mtu.edu 

mailto:gospurs927@gmail.com
mailto:brooke.fullner@gmail.com
mailto:kmclevel@mtu.edu


Café Meatball on November 15 
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Thank you so much 
for everyone’s hard 
work in making Café 
Meatball a success. It 
was a wonderful time 
of food and fellow-
ship that really spot-
lighted the dedica-
tion of our members.  
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2015 Café Meatball Continued 



 

 

 

 

Page 5 

 



The 2015 St. Matthew 

Christmas Party will 

be held on December 

11th from 7-11 pm at 

the  home of Pastor 

and Kristen Wiesen-

born.  

 

This will be a wonderful 

event and  we hope to see 

everyone there. 

Save the Date!   
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If you are interested in taking part in Parish Ed, being an usher, read-

ing Scripture on Sundays, or volunteering  with any particular groups, 

we would love to have you.  Please contact the office and let Robyn 

know what your interests are .   

Interested in serving? 

We are now taking poinsettia orders and dedi-

cations! Please fill out your order form  as 

soon as possible.  

The plants will be delivered December 4th. 
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Our Birthday is Getting Close!!  By Brenda Johnson 

 

 

 

Jesus himself 
tells us: “Watch 
out! Be on your 
guard against 
all kinds of 
greed; a 
person’s life 
does not 
consist in the 
abundance of 
their 
possessions.” [
Luke 12:15]   
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Personal Gleanings from Pastor’s Sermon 

By Brenda Johnson 

St Matthew will be celebrating its 90th birthday next year!     Mark McMillen, Rob 
Johnson and Pastor Mark are on the planning committee.     Tentative plans are 
to have a special weekend in April for the full celebration.    Members have ex-
pressed an interest in having a dinner at Marks Restaurant on Westheimer which 
was the original location of the church.    This was an event during the 75th anni-
versary and was a very nice evening.   This dinner would be on a week night.     I 
will be working on organizing this dinner.   More details later….   The committee 
would also like to get a previous pastor from St Matthew’s to do the sermon on 
Sunday and perhaps a lunch after the sermon.    If you have any ideas for the 
event, please contact one of the committee members.     Thanks. 

I think we also experience sermons that at times seem to “speak” to us or have 
a personal message that really sticks with us.   Pastor’s sermon in mid-October 
regarding wealth and personal possessions had a special message to me.    I 
am hoping this will have some special meaning to you as well. 

Pastor started the sermon by quoting the scripture in the Old Testament where 
Solomon stated “Everyone to whom God has given wealth and possessions and 
power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil – this is the gift 
of God.  For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps 
him occupied with joy in his heart.”  

Pastor then talked about the things we need to do to remain physically healthy 
such as good nutrition and exercise.  Hmmmmm….my mind wanders to the big 
meal I had last night and counted the few times I made it to the gym last week.   
He then talked about the importance of getting periodic checkups and immun-
izations. Hmmmm……I did not get a flu shot even though I could have gotten 
one for free.  Pastor then talked about another kind of disease, which affects 
adults more so than children.  It has been given the name “Affluenza” – and it 
refers to an epidemic of stress, overwork, and indebtedness caused by dogged 
pursuit of the American Dream.  He said it seems to have grown much worse 
with the economic downturn of recent years.    Hmmmm…… his comment re-
garding stress and over work resonated with me having worked in the corporate 
world for many years.  I don’t think I had a dogged pursuit of the American 
Dream….but I do like nice things!   

Most of us have been infected by this virus to some degree.  If we’re honest, we 
all must admit that we have struggled at one time or another with the desire to 
acquire.  It comes from living in a consumption-driven economy, and being en-
ticed by a steady stream of carefully-crafted advertisements.   

Jesus himself tells us: “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
a person’s life does not consist in the abundance of their possessions.” [Luke 
12:15]   

 



 

Five Steps for Simplifying Your Life [from 
Enough, pp. 65-70] 
 

 • Set a goal of reducing your 
consumption, and choose to live 
below your means.  I can certainly 
understand this step.    I guess I could 
ask Rob to give up our Houston 
Texans season tickets? 
 

Before making a purchase, ask yourself: 
“Do I really need this?”; and “Why do I 
want this?”   Ouch.. this one really hit 
me in the face.   I am going to a 
special shopper sale this evening at a 
very large department store in the 
Galleria.   I was invited by a dear 
friend.   Now Rob, she is the special 
shopper – not me but I do enjoy 
buying a few things at this annual 
event.   
 

Use something up before buying 
something new.   I am pretty good in 
this area. 
 

Plan low-cost entertainment that enriches.   
Yes, now I know we need to give up 
those Houston Texans season tickets. 
 

Ask yourself: “Are there major changes 
that would allow me to simplify my 
life?” 

Pastor said, the bottom line is that a hundred 
years from now it won’t matter what kind of 
car you drove, or what kind of house you lived 
in, or what your salary was, or how large your 
bank account was – what will matter is the 
difference you will have made in someone 
else’s life.   I love that phrase.  We were 
created to care for God’s creation, love God, 
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  We 
were created to care for our families and 
those in need.  As Christians we should follow 
Jesus Christ and to seek to do his will in our 
lives.  It is to say, “Here I am, all of me! I’m 
yours. Put me to work; help me to serve; use 
me to accomplish your work.”   
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 Benjamin Franklin, who was well known for gathering 
wisdom from many sources and publishing it in his “Poor 
Richard’s Almanac”, is noted for sharing this bit of truth: 

“Contentment makes poor men rich, but discontentment 
makes rich men poor.”   

Where do you place yourself in that statement?  Do you 
think of yourself (and your household) as being rich or 
poor?  Do you think of yourself as being content, or do 
you struggle with feelings of discontentment?     I am fair-
ly content…. 

He then talked about a pastor named Adam Hamilton 
who wrote a book titled “ENOUGH: Discovering Joy 
Though Simplicity and Generosity.   He shared some   
excerpts from this book, which come in the form of lists.   
He said,   “let me humbly say that I need to be reminded 
of these things as much as you do”!     Yea.. it is not just 
me…..Pastor struggles also! 

Four Keys to Cultivating Contentment [from Enough, pp. 
59-64] 
 • Remember that things could be worse.  (In 
other words, focus on what is pure, admirable, and 
praiseworthy.)     I can do this one.   I frequently tell 
this to others and tell them that my grandmother had 
a great saying.   If everyone put their problems in a 
circle, you would always take your own back. 
 

Ask yourself: “How long will this stuff make me happy?” 
 

Develop a grateful heart. (Give thanks in all circum-
stances.)   I can handle this one also… I am 
grateful and thankful. 
 

Ask yourself: “Where does my soul find true satisfac-
tion?”   Hmmmm…..now this one gets tough.    I 
do love the Bible, my church family, and helping 
others but I also like things like shopping, having 
dinner or lunch with girlfriends.  

Pastor then said that tangible, physical stuff of our lives 
tends to block the view of our Savior, who is willing and 
able to work in us and through us.  He said there can be 
spiritual-health benefits to intentionally getting our priori-
ties straightened out, so that we can be a blessing to oth-
ers as God intends! 

 



Elder Spotlight 

Page 10 

 

What are your interests outside of work?  

First and foremost, I enjoy spending time with my wife, Brenda and our dog, JJ.     The three of us go on long 

walks in our neighbourhood.      Walking a dog has allowed us to really get to know our neighbours.     Many of 

you knew our previous dog, Spike, who wrote articles for the Herald.    Everyone in the church loved and knew 

Spike especially Sandy Brehm and Doug Hammel.   

Brenda and I love to travel and have travelled to many places around the world.   Our favourite was going on an 

African Safari!     We also have a place in Austin on Lake Travis that we like to spend time at but work and other 

commitments have limited the time we spend there. 

I am an avid Houston Texans fan (number one Private Seal Licence account).    Congregation members will rou-

tinely see me on game day already dressed for the game while in church!   Of course my lovely wife also is an avid 

fan.  On game day I will usually attend the 8:00 a.m. service and then hop on the Metro Train to go to the game.   

(Pastor Mark let me know that it was okay!) 

Rob Johnson 

Resides: Houston, Texas 

Birthplace: Galesburg, Illinois 

Family:   Brenda Schroeder Johnson (Spouse) and a four legged son, JJ 

Where did you attend school/university? 

I attended Graceland College (now University in Lamoni, Iowa) graduating in 

1976. I received my B.A. Degree in Business Administration. I was a member of both varsity basketball and base-

ball teams while attending Graceland. I was blessed to receive a full scholarship to play basketball at Graceland and 

was the starting guard on the team. 

What have you been doing as a career? 

After school I began working at a couple of places just trying to figure out what I wanted to do. In 1978 while 

working on the assembly line at Admiral Manufacturing (Maytag) in Galesburg, Illinois, I was approached by up-

per management regarding a position in the Human Resources Department.  With my Business Administration 

degree, they felt I had the skills to learn Human Resources.  From that point until now I have been involved in 

either Human Resources or HSE (Health, Safety and Environmental) positions as they relate to the oil and gas 

industry.   This year marks 39 years of experience for me!    My career has taken me all over the world from Thai-

land, Australia, and New Zealand to the Middle East.   I have thoroughly enjoyed traveling across the US and the 

world. 

What does it mean to be an Elder at St. Matthew Lutheran Church?    

I feel truly blessed to be an Elder at St. Matthew. I was the Congregation President several years ago, but I felt that 

being an Elder would be more spiritually satisfying. I was right, I have now have been an Elder for close to ten 

years and still enjoy my calling. God does have a plan for each of us no matter where we are on the spiritual high-

way.  
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I love all sports but mostly now play golf.    I used to play down at Fonde Recreation Center during basketball season but my knees won’t let me play 

the game I love anymore. I am also a huge collector of sports memorabilia, mostly signed photos and other items of athletes.    It is something I 

started around 1979. It keeps me connected to sports and is a neat way of meeting some of these athletes.     My wife jokingly calls my Sports Room 

my “Man Cave” and says she now knows the UPS guy very well due to deliveries several times a week.  If you didn’t notice, my wife is quite the 

jokester. 

I also sing in St. Matthew’s choir.   This is probably my most satisfying interest, to be able to sing and praise our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.   

Although we have a small choir, we make great music and work well as a team.    I have learned a lot from Kelly and Sean.    

What is your spiritual background?   

I was born and raised Lutheran in Galesburg, Illinois. I was baptized at Trinity Lutheran Church in 1956 and confirmed in 1967.   In 1983 I con-

verted to the Catholic faith because at the time I was looking for a more stable spiritual experience. The Lutheran Church at the time was going in 

all directions and I was kind of burned out on what was going on. 

I joined St. Matthew Lutheran Church in 1997 with Brenda because of the Holy Spirit.   I know this to be true because at the time of our marriage, 

I was pretty head strong on staying Catholic.    Brenda tried becoming Catholic but it was not working well for her.    We were misaligned on a very 

important aspect of our life.   After attending Mark and Kathleen McMillen’s wedding at St. Matthew, I feel the Holy Spirit came into Brenda’s and 

my life and sent us to St. Matthew.    The day after their wedding, Brenda went to St Matthew and I went to the Catholic Church.   After three 

weeks of this same routine, I asked her why she liked going there   Brenda said, “I feel comfortable and wanted there.”    I decided to go with her 

one Sunday.   The first time I stepped into the sanctuary it felt like my old church in my hometown of Galesburg, Illinois.     A few weeks later we 

met with Pastor Wuensche and he came to our home to discuss joining the church.   After the meeting, we looked out the window and IT WAS 

SNOWING!     We knew we were doing the right thing and had God’s blessing. 

Needless to say, Brenda and I are very happy we chose St. Matthew as our church. We could not be happier with the friends we have met and con-

tinue to meet. Our special group when we joined St. Matthew included Mark and Kathleen McMillen, Casey and Dennis Garrett, and Lisa and 

Doug Hammel. We all joined at the same time and have stayed close friends ever since. We have been truly blessed to have such great friends and 

that we worship together.   

We have a wonderful group of Elders that are truly committed to the members of our congregation and to Pastor Mark. To be able to have a person-

al relationship with our congregational members and to know we are there to support their spiritual needs is an awesome responsibility and one I 

don’t take lightly. 

We have a wonderful congregation and I look forward to many more years serving them and our Lord and Saviour.   

What is your future? 

This is a good question. As my career is winding down, Brenda and I are looking for the next chapter in our journey together.   I do know this, my 

“spiritual career” will continue as I try to be more like Jesus. We are all sinners and I know that I have to keep Jesus in my life each and every day   I 

pray to him often to give me support in everything I do. God has a plan for me and for you. We need to have faith in him to show us the direction 

he wants us to go. 

 

God’s Blessings!  

 

 



5315 Main St.  

Houston, TX  7004 

We would like to invite you to worship with us. 

We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relation-

ships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we 

grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals, 

couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible 

study, and special events. 

Come join our church family. 
S T  M A T T H E W  L U T H E R A N  
C H U R C H  

 

 

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally 

Phone: 713.526.5731 

Fax: 713.524.1709 

Email: ofcmgr@stmatthewhouston.org 

Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn 

Organist: Kelly DeVany 

Choir Director: Laura Bohlmann 

Business Administrator:  Robyn Albright 


