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Herald 2018
Join us….
 8:00 a.m. And 10:45
a.m. Worship Every
Sunday
 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School for Children
and Bible Study for
Adults
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We will be having a church‐wide work day on November 10th.
We can use your help‐ No ma er what your skill level may
be! Email Robyn at Ofcmgr@stma hewhouston.org

Have you ever wanted to read scripture on Sunday or help
the Altar guild? Would you like to sign up to bring donuts or
be an usher? We would love to add new names to the lists!
Please contact Robyn in the church oﬃce if you are inter‐
ested
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Young Professional Bible Study
The young professionals group currently meets for bible study on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 7:30 in the club
room. By November we hope to have skype capabilities so members with small kids or who can't commute in
are able to join us!
Thanks for all your support, Jeff Carpenter
Contact me at jeffcarpenter2015@yahoo.com

Every Member Involved

Now is the time for all members of St. Matthew to prayerfully consider
serving as an elected Officer or as a member of one of the various Boards and/
or Committees of the congregation. As summer winds down and we approach
the November congregational elections, time is near to place into nomination
member names to fill available officer and board/ positions/vacancies. If you
are presently capable of serving your congregation in such a capacity- we
need you!
In an ongoing effort to highlight the various opportunities available to
our members to serve in
various capacities within
the congregation there
will be a series of bulletin inserts over the coming weeks delineating
the various positions and
duties of each of the
elected offices within the
congregation, as specified in our congregation’s By-Laws. Copies
of these inserts will be
available in the Narthex and in the Fellowship Hall .
As you learn more about opportunities to serve and you would like to
offer your services and have your name placed into nomination, please do not
hesitate to let the Pastor, an elder or the church office know.
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From the Trustees


Organ status – despite multiple tries, our organ vendor is still
trying to figure out what is wrong with the organ. Meanwhile, we
are working on stand-by measures while we wait.

ꞏ

Club room air conditioning units were out for about 6 weeks,
but have been replaced and are functioning again.

ꞏ

We are remodeling the restroom between the offices and the
chapel. We will be converting to a larger single use unisex accessible restroom with a changing table.

ꞏ

We are investigating costs for repairing cracks and other damaged areas in the plaster and sagging burlap at the ceiling in the
sanctuary. We hope to have a presentation on cost and possible
schedule for consideration by the congregation in the December
congregation meeting.

ꞏ

We are planning a pre-Christmas work day for Saturday, Nov.
10. Look for more detail in upcoming bulletins. We welcome all
willing to help with some items on the “to do” list.

Caption describing picture
or graphic.

.

Join us after the late service on November 4th for a Pasta
Lunch benefitting SMLC Youth. You will be able to dine in
or take out meals will be available. The choices will be spaghetti, Ziti, & Chicken Alfredo. We will have some vegan
dishes also. This is a fundraiser for the National Youth Conference to be held in July, 2019. Our goal for our fundraisers
are $12,000-$15,000. We have 7 youth & 2 adults will be
attending! We have raised $9,000 so far. We hope you will
support us with these fundraisers.
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Upcoming Events:
Saturday, December 8th at 10 AM Christmas Cookie Exchange and Ornament
Craft

Pastor Mark’s Bible Study is “Nehemiah: Reviving Faith”
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Dear Members of St. Matthew Lutheran Church;
As the seemingly endless heat and rains of summer in Houston are thankfully nearing the turn to
cooler and hopefully drier autumn days, we will soon shift our focus to the upcoming holiday season. As part of
that season, we are asked to reflect and renew our commitment to support our ministry at St. Matthew. Our
Fall Congregation meeting will soon be here, during which our Church Council will present our 2019 budget
to the congregation, summarizing our various programs, costs, and concerns.
The members of the Stewardship Board found a letter I sent to the congregation in October 2005
when I was the head of the Stewardship Board. That letter addressed several questions and concerns that were
present then, and I believe are still relevant today, especially since we have been blessed with newer members
eager to learn about St. Matthew’s past and help shape St. Matthew’s mission for the future. Since I believe I
was a better writer then, I’ve provided that (edited) letter below, which in turn, included excerpts from an even
older letter (mid-1990s…where did the time go?):
“Many of our members have questions about our budget process, how our contributions
are applied, what missions St. Matthew serves, and what it costs to operate and maintain our facility.”
“I had those same questions when I became involved with the Stewardship program at St.
Matthew several years ago. I also wondered what brought people to church, and more importantly,
what kept people coming to church. I raised those issues in my letter to the congregation, which is
excerpted here:
‘I first came to this church in the fall of 1992. My wife, Kristen, who was then
my fiancée, wanted to transfer her Lutheran church membership from New Caney, Texas
to a church in Houston. Also, as we were engaged to be married, she hoped to find a beautiful Lutheran church in Houston in which we could be married. I set out to “view” the
various Lutheran churches in Houston, to report back to her. When I saw St. Matthew
Lutheran Church, I was very excited when I reported back to Kristen that I had found the
perfect, beautiful, “established” setting for our wedding.’
‘Kristen agreed with my assessment upon viewing St. Matthew, and after we began attending services, we were both convinced that St. Matthew would be our new spiritual home. My wife and I were married here in April, 1993, and since that time, we attended
adult instruction and I also joined the congregation, and the stewardship committee.’

.

‘I tell you this story of how we came to St. Matthew because I think it illustrates
the situation in which the community finds itself today. It seems that each successive generation has less and less time in which to attend to more and more details in daily living. As
we are caught up in the day to day “stuff” and the parade of “events” that comprise our
secular world, we yearn, consciously or unconsciously, for a spiritual home base, a safe
harbor where the mundane routines, the crises, and even the tragedies of our lives can be
made to make sense, or hurt less. That harbor, that salvation, is Jesus Christ. But, because
we are more and more bombarded with the tangible, and with all the trappings of the secular world, we don’t know how to find Him. We are therefore initially attracted to a specific
“church” in our search for spiritual comforting, based on appearances, as we are taught in
every other aspect of our lives. Are not the largest, most beautiful church buildings also the
most well attended?’
‘However, a church is not a building, but rather is the congregation. It is the
Holy Spirit working through the congregation that makes the church. I consider myself
lucky. Although I was initially attracted to St. Matthew by the beauty of its building, I
found what I was searching for, in its congregation, its pastors, its people. That is the true
beauty of St. Matthew Lutheran Church.’
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For next year, the Stewardship Board has provided the enclosed form to use as a springboard for each
of us to consider our commitments to our church and our community. We hope it will also facilitate our continuing efforts to “lift our gaze,” expand our focus, and better serve our community, as well as our connections with
our members in Christ at St. Matthew. Please take the time to review the form (located on page 9) and return it
to St. Matthew with your pledge information.
Your fellow steward in Christ,

Dan McManus Congregation President

St. Matthew Lutheran Church Stewardship 2019
Suggested instructions:
Receive God’s gifts. Attend worship to hear God’s word, receive His forgiveness and partake in His body and blood. Come and receive
the gifts of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Pray. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and renewal to follow the Lord faithfully.
Consider what the Church does. The Church is called to spread the Good News about Jesus Christ by preaching the Gospel to all who
will hear it and administering Sacraments to the faithful. You are a part of God’s church on earth. This is your mission and the
mission is for the life of the world – that for which Jesus laid down his life and took it up again. The church cannot complete its
mission unless all members of the church, those who have benefitted from the Church’s mission, faithfully support the Church.
Examine yourself. Consider the teachings in the New Testament about supporting the work of the Church and examine your own
giving. Are you: a) Giving of your first fruits? b) Giving cheerfully? c) Giving proportionally? d) Relying on God’s promise to provide for you?
Decide on your proportion. You are now prepared to consider what portion of your income (God’s provision for you) that you can give
faithfully and cheerfully. The Old Testament teaches about a tithe or 10%. If you can’t give 10% voluntarily and cheerfully, then pick
another proportion; 7, 5 or even 1 percent. Just give a voluntary first fruits portion of your income (God’s provision for you).
Complete and return parts A and B of the pledge below (there will be a box in the narthex in which to put your pledge.)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ Cut Here +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A – Time and Talent pledge
I/We have prayerfully considered and promise to support our church during 2019 in the following ways:
1)
Check here if you will pray for the health and growth of St. Matthew and the missions of the LCMS. _____
2)

I/we are interested in serving the church by participation in: (this will be passed on to the nominating committee for 2019 positions) so if you currently serve and wish to continue, please mark where you’d like to serve for 2019:
Boards: Parish Education _____ MORE _____ Youth _____ Stewardship _____ Trustees _____
Choir _____
Musical instruments for Worship service (Please describe) ______________________________________
Work days _____
Usher _____
Altar Guild _____
Other (Please describe) __________________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ Cut Here +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
B – Treasure pledge (This will be used confidentially to prepare the 2019 budget.)

We will cheerfully and voluntarily financially support St. Matthew by giving $__________________ in 2019.
Please check if you’d like this entered into the new church software which will enable you to log in and check on your progress
towards your goal. _____ Name (optional) ________________________________________
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From the Nursery
Our Nursery Work, SaQoya, is moving to China for a year to teach sports to children. She is expected to leave early November. We pray God's continued blessings
on SaQoya as she starts a new adventure. Please reach out to her and thank her for
her service to St. Matthew.

Tia, our backup Nursery Worker, will take over full-time. Tia is a blessing to our
nursery, so we are excited she is willing and able to take on this commitment. We
are in search for a new back-up nursery worker. If you know of anyone who may be
interested, please contact Jennifer Bruce at 713-725-4306.

Children’s Choir
.

The Children’s Choir led by Shelly Bettenhausen will sing on the following Sundays :


October 28 (10:45 a.m.)



December 9 (Children’s Christmas program 10 a.m.)

Rehearsals will continue at the normal 9:30 a.m. Sunday School meeting time in
the Chapel on Sunday mornings through
December 2nd. A Saturday Rehearsal will take place on
Saturday, December 8 from 12-1:30 p.m.
All are welcome! Invite your friends!
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The next book club event is Friday, November 16 at
7 PM. Book is “Red No ce” by Bill Browder.
Loca on TBD.

The Annual SMLC Christmas Party will be held on December
15th at the home of Pastor and Kristen Wiesenborn.
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What is Realm? Realm is a real ministry tool.
Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real me connec on. It helps our church
connect with you and you connect with us. If you consider yourself part of this church
family, you’ll love it. Realm allows you to manage your personal informa on and who is
allowed to see it, control your giving, and keep in touch with the groups that ma er to
you.
Why use Realm? Realm strengthens church connec ons.
Being the church doesn’t just happen at the church. Realm helps us serve you be er and
leads this church well between Sundays. Everyone can be connected from anywhere at
any me, right from our mobile devices. It engages everyone in the life of our church by
suppor ng the healthy rela onships essen al to our church’s mission. We’ll stay
organized, and you’ll stay informed about all of the opportuni es for fellowship. When
we share life together, we will grow together.
What about my privacy? Realm is safe, private, and secure.
Your privacy is one of our greatest concerns. Realm is only made up of the people in your
church, it’s not like a social network that’s open to everyone. Realm keeps your data safe and
gives you control over what informa on you share and who can see it.
What about giving? Realm gives you control over your giving.
Giving should be easy, and Realm places giving right in the palm of your hands. You may
set up recurring gi s, view your giving history, and make changes at any me. Realm au‐
toma cally records all electronic gi s and adds them to your giving record making it easy
for you to give, and easy for our bookkeeper to track.
How do I start? Follow a few simple steps.
If you haven’t received an invita on to join Realm yet:
Visit (www.onrealm.org/StMa hewHouston) to set up a Realm login.
If your church is on Realm Connect, visit h p://onelink.to/connectapp to download the
mobile app.
Your Realm login works on your home computer and on your mobile devices, so
when you sign into Realm, use the login you created in step 1 for the computer or
the app.
Check to make sure that we have your address and other personal infor‐
ma on entered correctly under My Proﬁle. If anything is incorrect, you
can change it.
If you have any ques ons, contact Robyn Ackerman at ofcmgr@stma hewhouston.
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There will be a congregational meeting in the
Fellowship Hall on December 2nd
at noon.

Daylight Savings time ends on
Sunday, November 4th.

Please submit your names for All Saint’s Sunday
on November 4th.

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally

ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
5315 MAIN ST.
HOUSTON, TX 77004

We would like to invite you to worship with us.
We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relationships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we
grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals,
couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible
study, and special events.
Come join our church family.

Phone: 713.526.5731
Fax: 713.524.1709
Email: ofcmg@stmatthewhouston.org
Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn
Organist: Jeannine Rowden
Business Administrator: Robyn Ackerman

