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Join us…. 

 8:00 a.m.  And  10:45 

a.m. Worship Every 

Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday 

School for Children 

and Bible Study for 

Adults 

 

Join us for Pets Unleashed VBS on Saturday, June 25th beginning at 

1:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. then on Sunday, June 26th from 1:00 p.m. un-

til 3:30 p.m. with the closing ceremony from 3:30 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  

For more information, please contact the church office. 



Please welcome, Dezerai Evans, who will be running the SMLC 
nursery beginning on July 3rd. 

 

 

Welcome, Dezerai Evans 
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Many thanks to Paul and Kirtley Born for  

Hosting the Fellowship Club Wine and Cheese Party 

At their lovely home!   

A great time was had by all!   

 Despite the rain showers earlier in the day! 

                  
 
 

 
There will be a congregational meeting on 

June 26
th
 during the Fellowship Hour 
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Ruth Delilah Bowman Holt 

1930-2016 

 

Ruth Delilah Bowman Holt, of Houston, passed away Satur-

day, the 19th of March 2016. She was born the 19th of No-

vember 1930 in Dalton, Pennsylvania, to William Emerson 

Bowman and Clementine Keeler Bowman, she grew up in In-

diana, Pennsylvania. 

Ruth graduated from Indiana High School and attended Indiana State Teachers 

College. She worked in the General Extension offices of Penn State University, 

State College, Pennsylvania, and for Shell Development Company and architect 

Ted Turk, in Houston, Texas. 

Ruth met the love of her life, Edward Holt, Jr., in church choir in State College. 

They married in her home church in Indiana, and made their home in Houston, 

Texas. She devoted her life to her home and family, volunteering at PTA events 

and at Girl Scout activities, and providing transportation for countless field and 

camping trips. She brightened the world with her sunny smile, infectious laugh, 

positive attitude, willingness to listen to anyone, anytime, and her heaven-on-earth 

voice. 

Ruth was a member of St. Matthew Lutheran Church LCMS—Houston for over 50 

years, and a member of the church choir for the majority of those years. She also 

sang in the Houston Symphony Chorale for several years, and was an often-

requested soloist for weddings and funerals. 

Surviving family include: children Barbara Szalkowski, Marjorie Russell and hus-

band Steve, son Will and wife Gay; step-daughter Maggie Stockwell and husband 

Chris, grandchildren Zack Curry and wife Marisa, Mitch Curry, Matthew Szalkow-

ski and fiancée Sophie; step-grandchildren Hope and Will Stockwell; great-

grandchildren Isla, Owen, and Emmi Curry; a nephew, four nieces and their fami-

lies. 

The memorial service was conducted on the 2nd of April, at St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial contributions can be 

made to St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 5315 Main St., Houston, TX 77004; Hou-

ston Symphony Chorus Endowment, 615 Louisiana Street, Suite 102, Houston, 

TX 77002; or Houston Public Media, Classical Music Programming, 4343 Elgin, 

Houston, TX 77204. 

 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/penn-state-university/?personid=179405828&affiliateID=298


90th Anniversary Celebration 
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Pastor Patten (in purple) talking to Frances 

Taylor and Marian Reid. 

Mr. Goodson checking out the cakes 

Pastor Patten introducing his wife 
(standing in the blue suit).  She had been 
a teacher in the St.Matthew school. 

Pastor Patten delivered his entire sermon 

from the center aisle. 



Crawfish Boil 
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Don’t Forget to 

Submit Your 

Information to the 

Office for the 

Upcoming 

Directory.  
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Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

 

 

Ray J. Roenigk  1924-2016 

 

Ray(mond) John Roenigk, Jr. passed from this realm on Tuesday the 15th of 

March, 2016, at the age of 91.Born in Butler, Pennsylvania, Ray lost his mother 

Mary at age 4, and lived 5 years with family, separated from siblings, until his 

father had reestablished their future and moved them to Texas. After serving in 

WWII, Ray attended Carlton College, and then the University of Texas, and for 

all his life was an avid Longhorns fan.Ray and his wife Ethel Ruth Summers 

Roenigk provided a nurturing home in south east Houston for their children, en-

couraging a vigorous life of moral and educational responsibility.Ray was 

raised Lutheran at St. Matthews Church on Main St., where he attended for 

more than 70 years. He believed in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and savior 

of mankind. Ray's earnest prayers at family gatherings are cherished remem-

brances.Ray created successful businesses in Petroleum Analytical Research 

(PAR Corporation), and brake-fluid(CXI).Ray and his second wife Christine 

lived the past 3 decades across from Golfcrest Country Club, where he was a 

member for over 50 years. Christine took great care to develop a range of pu-

reed, fortified drinks to increase Ray's health. But Ray was also fond of local 

Black Angus Strip steak, and Bluebell Vanilla. Ray loved his home and orange 

and grapefruit trees. He told of how his neighbors stole from his trees. Ray re-

tired in his late 70's for a more physically active life of golf, weight-training, run-

ning, and skiing. Tee-time was always 6 AM, and the pace always swift. In his 

last year he regularly shot under his age. He had a hole-in-one for each of his 

decades; 9. His last scores were 93, and 95, just days before his departure. 

"Knucklehead" was a word for a child not properly lined up on the hole, or not 

having made a well-thought move in chess. His children recall few complaints 

from their father beyond how the wind affected his golf swing. The most em-

phatic of complaints were reserved for slow players. A memorial service was 

held March 22 at Epiphany Lutheran Church in Pearland.    
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AN OLD TRADITION AT ST. MATTHEW. - BELLS AT THE BE-
GINNING, MIDDLE, AND END OF THE LORD’S PRAYER –By 
Jack Jatzlau 

You may have noticed a small change to our worship services on the Sunday after 
Easter.  Whenever the congregation recites the Lord's Prayer, three bells are being 
sounded; one at the beginning, one in the middle, and one at the end of the pray-
er.     

In honor of the 90th Anniversary of St. Matthew Lutheran Church it was suggested 
that we revive this old tradition in all of our Sunday worship services.  Long time 
members will remember this tradition but may not know the reason for it.     
 
I grew up in St. Matthew Lutheran Church and remember that the organists, Her-
man Silwedel and Bonnye Karger, played a "chime/bell" three times when the con-
gregation recited the Lord's Prayer.  This old tradition disappeared when the chime 
stop on our old organ quit working and before the carillon was installed.  As a child, 
hearing these three bells during the Lord's Prayer made me pay attention - some-
thing SPECIAL was happening - and helped me learn and appreciate how special 
the Lord's Prayer is.  But I never knew the reason for hearing them. 
 
A little online research uncovered the meaning behind this tradition.  Medieval 
monks are credited with ringing a bell three times during the Lord’s Prayer.  The 
idea was to alert people in the surrounding area who could not attend the service 
that the Lord’s Prayer was being spoken so they could join in from a distance.  The 
bell peal at the beginning, middle, and end of the Lord’s Prayer helped those dis-
tant prayers keep pace with those who were praying the prayer inside the church. 
 
Today ringing the bells three times during the Lord’s Prayer may have largely lost 
its practical function in our society, but it adds beauty and dignity to our wor-
ship.  And, like the ringing of the bells at the start of the worship service, it is a re-
minder to the church’s community that corporate worship is taking place.   

See below to see how the bells are rung:   

Our Father   who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name.   
Thy kingdom come.   
Thy will be done,   
On earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,    

As we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,   
But deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

I am enjoying hearing the bells and others have told me they do as well.    I hope 
this bit of history is useful and you can reflect on this tradition when reciting the 

Lord’s Prayer.    
 



 

Don’t Forget to 

Submit Your 

Information to the 

Office for the 

Upcoming 

Directory.  
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Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 
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Young Professional Bible Study 
The Augsburg Confession is just as relevant to the life of the Church 
today as it was during sixteenth century Reformation. In Lutheran 
Doctrine and Practice Today, each of the 15 lessons explore a topical 
area that's an excellent basis for group discussion about difficult top-
ics. Join us every other Tuesday in fellowship, bible study, and fun! 
Email Kerstin Green (kmclevel@mtu.edu) to be added to the email 
list. 
 

Save the date!! Our Annual SMLC picnic will be held on Sunday, October 

9th from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm at Tom Bass Park. 

More information will be available soon 

mailto:kmclevel@mtu.edu
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Kevin Harmon Garner (1956- 2016) 

Kevin entered this world on February 23, 1956 at 

Herman Hospital.   He was baptized, confirmed and 

married in the sanctuary of St. Matthew Lutheran 

Church.   His formative years were spent at the 

school in Sunday school and Kindergarten through 

the eighth grade.   He attended Lanier, Lamar and 

graduated from the University of Houston cum 

laude in 1988 with a B.G.S. in Arts and Humanities.   

He received his J.D. from St. Mary’s University 

School of Law in San Antonio, Texas in 1998.   He held memberships in 

the American Bar Association, Admission in the State Bar of Texas and 

the U.S. District Courts, Southern District. 

Kevin is the beloved son of Evelyn Garner.     

Good Samaritan Lutheran Home 

Good Samaritan Lutheran Home, Cypress, Texas (Good Sam) is a facility for 

people with developmental disabilities located in Cypress, Texas.  Good Sam 

accepts all Campbell Company labels, soups, pasta, etc., for the purpose of rec-

ompense from Campbell Soup Company.  They purchase items that are not in 

the budget of their facility for the aid of their residents.  Music,  recreational, and 

educational items being their top priority.  

All Campbell labels are accepted, the stipulation is that the BAR CODE is NOT 

mutilated.  There is a labeled plastic box, red lid, in the back hallway on the shelf 

by the Elder’s bodes to receive your donations.  This is on the of the Mission 

projects of our church.   Donated items will be forwarded to Good Sam..  May 

the Lord’s blessing be upon you for your generosity.    

Lutheran World Relief Stamp Collection 

Lutheran World Relief is making its annual donations to help people worldwide 

who are experiencing natural catastrophes-hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, 

flooding, famine-and political unrest.  Items sent are clothing, school supplies, 

health are kits, and blankets.   To defray the enormous costs of shipping these 

items, Lutheran World Relief collects stamps of al denominations, commemora-

tive and foreign stamps are especially sought after by stamp collectors.  They 

are appealing to you for help.  There is a plastic box marked  STAMPS on the 

Elders’ cubicle in the back hallway of the office for your donations.  Stamps are 

forwarded to a member of LWML in the Austin area who has committed her mis-

sion work to trimming and selling these stamps.  The stipulation is for the 

stamps to have a one-quarter (1/4”) edge around if you decide to trim them.  

This can be your mission work with very little effort.  God’s blessings.  
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St Matthew’s 90
th

 Birthday Celebration –Brenda Johnson 

 

St Matthew celebrated its 90th birthday the weekend of May 14 and 15.   The celebration started with 
the annual St. Matthew Crawfish Boil on Saturday.    Unfortunately, there was rain but a great time 
was had by all.  Thanks to organizers, Bill Niksch and Brian MacMillan. 

 

On Sunday morning, there was a reception in the Fellowship Hall with 90th birthday cakes!!!   Pastor 
Patten and his lovely wife enjoyed visiting with current and past members.   

 

Pastor Patten delivered a wonderful sermon.   He delivered the entire sermon from the center aisle 
with no notes!     He shared many history tidbits re St Matthew.   For one, his wife, Marilyn, was a 
second grade teacher at the St. Matthew School for five years.  Her grandparents were some of the 
founders of the church.    He also told a funny story re her grandfather and how the Sunday evening 
vespers service was eliminated.   

 

One of the comments he made that really stuck with me was when he said “The longest journey we 
will ever make is from the head to the heart.  The Holy Spirit will make sure we make this journey.”   
That is a very thoughtful provoking statement.   He also talked about the heart language and that lan-
guage is not just about the head but also about the heart.  When God speaks to us, he speaks in his 
God heart language.  The language of God is Jesus Christ. 

 

He also shared the story of a young gay man, Vance that was very estranged from him family.    The 
father could not accept that his son was gay.  The father was a big strapping West Texas rancher.   
Pastor Patten became friends with Vance and Vance attended St. Matthew.  Van became ill.   Pastor 
said it was one of the most heartwarming things he has seen in his life was walking into Vance’s hos-
pital room and seeing this big strapping rancher, Vance’s father, rubbing his son’s foot to alleviate the 
pain.    Vance’s funeral was held at the Lottman Chapel filled with all kinds of men from the Montrose 
area.   After the funeral, Pastor talked to them about what it was like to be a members of St Matthew.   
Soon after the funeral, a steady stream of young gay men from the community reached out to Pastor 
and poured out to him the hurt, the alienation, the loneliness, the guilt, the anger and stories of cour-
age and strength and commitment.     Held two more funeral were held due to men dying from AIDS.     
The gift was this that experience, those moments, those stories and friendships, led Pastor into the 
heart of God in a way he had never experienced.    He said, “As a Pastor perhaps I was quick to con-
clusions and God said.. no it is not about your head.. it is about your heart.    Those dear men who 
came to teach me.   In their lives they speak to me the heart language of God.”    A very honest and 
story of love and compassion.    

 

The brass quartet and organ was wonderful!   The music was loud and triumphant with good and fa-
miliar hymns which the entire congregation enjoyed.   

 

What was your favorite part of the celebration?   Thanks to everyone who help made this special oc-
casion.    We will try to get some thoughts from Pastor Patten about his return to St. Matthew to 
share with you in the next issue of the Herald!! 

 



5315 Main St 

Houston, TX 77004 

Phone: 713-526-5731 

Fax: 713-524-1709 

E-mail: ofcmgr@stmatthewhouston.org 

We would like to invite you to worship with us. 

We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relation-

ships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we 

grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals, 

couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible 

study, and special events. 

Come join our church family. 
S T  M A T T H E W  L U T H E R A N  
C H U R C H  

 

 

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally 

Phone: 713.526.5731 

Fax: 713.524.1709 

Email: ofcmg@stmatthewhouston.org 

Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org 

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn 

Organist: Kelly DeVany 

Choir Director: Laura Bohlmann 

Business Administrator:  Robyn Ackerman 


