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God Is Watching O’er You 

 

Wherever you are – high up in the air 

Winging your way ‘cross the sky, 

Out in the night, a guard solitaire, 

When moments slowly pass by; 

Wherever you are – beneath in the deep, 

A part of a submarine crew; 

Out on the march, in tent fast asleep- 

God is watching o’er you! 

 

Wherever you are – on battlefield grim, 

Death and destruction are near, 

Cling to your faith, relying on Him, 

Pray as you fight – He will hear! 

Wherever you are - the land, air or sea, 

Whatever the task you may do, 

Let your comfort and confidence be – 

God is watching o’er you! 

 

Wherever you are – at home you who yearn, 

Longing for loved ones away, 

To the Savior, in faith, you can turn, 

Finding sweet peace when you pray. 

Wherever you are – take hope, do not fear, 

When feeling disheartened and blue, 

Bring your troubles to Him, He is near, 

God is watching o’er you! 

 

G.A.W. 

October 24, 1942 

 

(See page 7 for identity of author and more information.) 
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“An Epic Story of Free Will and Faithfulness” 

As she browsed the tables of an estate sale, a young 
woman found a worn and dusty tapestry that looked 
strangely familiar.  In fact, it was nearly identical to 
one that her own grandmother had displayed long 
ago on a living room wall.  Although this one cost a 
little more than it appeared to be worth, she pur-
chased it and soon found a shop where it could be 
cleaned and restored.  When she returned to pick it 
up, the manager told her that she was extremely 
blessed to have discovered such a wonderful master-
piece. It could now be clearly seen how the inter-
woven threads formed images that told an epic story.  
It included the sun and moon and many stars; moun-
tains and forests and rivers and oceans; clouds and 
lightning and a rainbow; a garden with trees and 
plants and animals and people.  Some of the people 
looked happy, while others seemed lost and afraid.  
The individual colors were brought together in ways 
that imparted richness and evoked wonder.  Along 
the borders were detailed patterns that represented 
ongoing themes, linking one image to the next – each 
of which seemed to point to a greater message. 

 

Searching her memory, she could only vaguely recall 
stories her grandmother had told her about this tap-
estry.  But what were they?  Sensing her confusion 
and frustration, the manager smiled and said, 
“Perhaps I can tell you more about this.” 

 

You may have seen glimpses of this tapestry – this 
“Epic Story of Free Will and Faithfulness” – during 
your childhood years attending Sunday School 
classes. The Bible stories from Genesis tell of how 
God created the world and everything in it; how Sin 
came into the world when Adam and Eve ate the for-

bidden fruit; how God punished them by sending 
them out of the Eden paradise – yet also promised 
that he would never leave them nor forsake them.  In 
fact, Genesis and the rest of the Bible contain God’s 
work from generation to generation for the preserva-
tion of his faithful people; eyewitness accounts of the 
miraculous things he has done for our salvation 
through Jesus Christ; and promises for a reconciled 
relationship and eternal life in his heavenly paradise. 

 

But for children growing into adulthood and testing 
the limits of their freedom, that spiritual tapestry may 
start to seem worn and dusty.  Things we didn’t learn 
in Sunday School lead to unanswered question and 
feed our skepticism.  The Big Bang Theory and ex-
panding universe and quantum physics and dark mat-
ter; dinosaur bones and radiometric testing and Ne-
anderthals crossing land bridges between continents 
during the Ice Ages.  How can childlike faith persist in 
the face of adult knowledge and wisdom (and self-
sufficiency)? 

This summer and continuing into the fall our Sunday 
morning Bible class on Genesis is tackling these ques-
tions and more!  If Adam and Eve are to be regarded 
as the father and mother of all mankind, how do we 
construct the genealogy of “our” family tree?  How 
old is the world?  Where might we find the Garden of 
Eden, or the remnants of Noah’s Ark?  How could 
people possibly live for 500 to 900 years of age, when 
today we consider anyone reaching their hundredth 
birthday to have exceptional longevity?  Where is jus-
tice when bad things happen to good people? 

 

While I won’t promise a satisfying end to your skepti-
cism, it is my hope that by asking “better questions” 
and searching more diligently in Scripture that we will 
come away with a renewed appreciation for the at-
tributes of our Maker and Redeemer; the character of 
our Lord and King; and the merciful compassion of 
One who came not to be served – but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.  May our knowl-
edge be used to point all to the love of Jesus Christ! 

In His grace, Pastor Mark 
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Announcements & Upcoming 
Events: 

Directory Update 

Everyone should now have and be en-
joying the new church directory.  The 
directory team wishes to correct a 
mistake and apologize for the absence 
of including the information on long 
time church and LWML member Patsy 
Van Stone.  Here is her information: 

Patsy Van Stone 
1714 Hazard St. 
Houston TX  77019-5719 
713-523-5110 
 
Additional correction: 
Dennis & Mildred Durow’s zip code 
was printed incorrectly and should be 
77389. 

 

New St. Matthew Website!! 

We will be launching our new and im-
proved website by early July. Those of 
you at our recent congregational 
meeting enjoyed a demonstration by 
Robyn Albright, our office manager 
and it looks awesome!  The new web-
site will be easier to use and full of 
useful information for our members,  
as well as those searching the web  
who may be looking for a new church 
home. A big thanks to Robyn & Kathy 
Praiswater Lottman for all their hard 
work to make this a reality! 

Fellowship 

Club Wine & 

Cheese Event 

Friday, July 12 
at 7:00 pm at 

the home of Rob & Brenda John-
son, 1645 Milford, Houston, TX 
77006. EVERYONE is invited to 
this annual event! Please bring 
a bottle of wine or your favorite 
beverage. Appetizers & cheese 
will be available for all. Free 

will offering to cover expenses 
(recommended $5-7 per person). 
RSVP to 
brenda.schroeder06@sbcglobal.n
et.  

Welcome New Members: 

Kirtley Harriss and Paul Born were 

received into membership on Sunday, 

June 23, 2013. They will be married at 

St. Matthew on Saturday, June 29, 

2013. Congratulations and welcome to 

St. Matthew! 

 A new check out 

system is under-

way.  Most books 

already have a 

Title Card (with shelf topic) located 

inside the book front cover. 

Please remove the card 
Write your name on the card 
Place the card in the metal file 

card holder by the windows. 

When returning books, place the 
books in the BOOK RETURN basket on 
the floor along the south wall.  The 
books will be re-shelved by a Library 
Team assistant. 

Once all books have been entered, a 
catalogue will be printed to help mem-
bers find specific books. 

STILL MISSING:  Check you shelves - 
Volume 4 as well as Volume 5 of Rick 
Vander Laan's DVD series are still 

missing.  Please put them in the Book 
Return basket so that Title cards can 
be made. 

Good Samaritan 

The Annual Good Samaritan Aux-

illary meeting will be September 

15, 2013 at St. Mark Lutheran 

Church—1515 Hillendahl Blvd. 

The mission of this group is to 

provided support for the Good 

Samaritan residents through 

prayer, volunteerism and fund-

raising for unbudgeted expenses.  

Annual dues are $5.00. Lifetime 

membership is $100.00. 

Please come join us! 

Submitted by Eleanor Olson. 

Book Club  

We are currently 
reading  A Skele-
ton in God’s 
Closet, by Paul L. 
Maier. “Carefully 
researched and 
compellingly written, A Skeleton in 
God’s Closet explores the tension be-
tween faith and doubt when science 
and religion collide. In the end, it’s a 
thought provoking page-turner, driven 
by one man’s determination to find 
the truth—no matter the cost.” 

The date and location of the next 
meeting have not been determined, 
but will be in either August or Septem-
ber. (This gives you plenty of time to 
read the book!)  

Watch the bulletin for details and 
please plan to join us! 

 

tel:713-523-5110
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Sunday School and Youth News 

VBS Athens is coming!  We are preparing for 40 chil-

dren which is slightly more than last year. 

Sunday, July 28th - Thursday, August 1st 

 ....evenings from 6- 8pm 

A light supper is being offered beginning at 5:15 each 

evening; the free will donation monies will go toward our 

VBS mission project. 

Bring your entire family to Athens, and become part of 

Paul’s dangerous journey 

to share the truth! You’ll travel back into Bible times—

without setting foot outside 

our community. 

Each day, your family members can become part of his-

tory as they see, hear, 

touch, and even taste what it was like to live in ancient 

Athens! You’ll explore the 

Marketplace shops, visit Paul, take part in games, dance 

to lively Bible songs, and 

sample tasty tidbits as you discover more about Paul’s 

missionary adventures. These 

experiences make God’s Word come alive with new 

meaning for all who participate! 

We need our entire congregations help to make this 

event successful; please hold this important Children's 

Ministry Program in your prayers.  

VBS Set requests:  In order to transform our rooms 

into Athens, Greece we will need to borrow pop-up cano-

pies, greenery and any other decorative items which you 

may have and don't mind sharing.  Please contact Julia 

Hall 713-742-9082. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School: 

Thank you to all parents who have signed up to lead the 

Summer Movie lessons!  Sunday school teachers appre-

ciate the break which allows them to attend the Adult 

lessons. 

Rally Day, our day to celebrate grade level promotions, 

will be held on Sunday, August 25th.  All children and 

youth are encouraged to join us in the Chapel at 9:30am.  

Church members are encouraged to attend to share in 

the joy. 

Thank you members who have been supporting our "Kids 

into Discipleship and Stewardship" program; your dona-

tions allow this Lutheran Church Extension fund spon-

sored program to help teach young people the impor-

tance of giving back what God has shared with us.  Par-

ents, you may purchase additional savings stamps to sup-

plement the ones given to your child for Chapel atten-

dance as well as birthday and Baptism anniversaries.  

Once full, the book is sent to LCEF and placed in an in-

vestment for the K.I.D.S Saver.  This money helps build, 

expand and renovate Lutheran churches and schools. 

First Communion—Sunday, May 19, 2013 

L to R: Lauren Witte, Harrison Garrett, Pastor Wiesenborn, Graham 

Hall, Nathaniel Dobson & Tara Dobson 
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2013 LCMS Youth Gathering in San Antonio 

The Youth are preparing to attend the 2013 LCMS 

Youth Gathering in San Antonio. They will be traveling 

on July 1-5, 2013 to San Antonio. Please keep Leo Dob-

son, Chandler Hall, John Klinkerman, Zach McMillen, 

Doyle Del Bosque and Mark McMillen in your prayers 

during their travel and while attending this conference.  

The approximate attendance is estimated about 25,000. 

They will be traveling in a Minivan arranged by Robyn. 

They will have free parking at the Crowne Plaza Airport 

Hotel. There will be free shuttle service to and from 

the hotel. 

 On Monday evening they will attend in the Alamodome 

the opening Mass Event “beLoved”.Their schedule is 

quite intense starting at 7:30 AM if they do any off-

site servant events. If they are not scheduled for any 

servant events then their day will start at the conven-

tion center at 10:00 AM and they can attend a choice of 

12-16 break-outs sessions, possibly 4 different sessions 

on Tuesday-Thursday. At the Mass Event on Tuesday 

evening is “deLoved”.  On Wednesday evening mass 

event is “Love lived”. Thursday there is a 5 K run/walk 

at 6:00AM and at 10:00AM a worship service at the 

Alamodome. Each day from Tuesday – Thursday at the 

Convention Center Programming begins with Experiential 

Learning and exhibits to visit. At 1:00 PM there is a 

Citizenship Ceremony for approximately 50 people who 

will take their oath as American citizens on July 4,2013. 

Thursday afternoon they will attend a Texas BBQ and 

wear their Texas shirts. They will attend the Mass 

event at the Alamodome focusing on “LOVED”.  At 

9:00PM they will move to the Alamodome exterior and 

watch the San Antonio Fireworks Display. It should be a 

great event to watch together. 

On Friday morning at 8:00 A.M. our youth & leaders will 

attend the Final Mass Event “Live LOVE”. This event will 

end at 11:00 and our tired participants will return home 

with a great memory they will never forget. 

Special thanks to Doyle Del Bosque and Mark McMillen 

for being our Leaders and Counselors and experiencing 

this great event with our youth. This is the first group 

St. Matthew has ever sent to this event! Special thanks 

to Michelle Phoenix for designing and printing each par-

ticipant 2 shirts to wear on Tuesday & Wednesday. The 

Youth Gathering is an every 3 year rotation event and 

the next will be in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Special thanks to everyone for helping with the fund-

raising for this event. I still can’t believe we raised over 

$6,300. I never thought we would raise this amount and 

I believe God had this planned for our youth to attend. 

The youth and leaders will be giving us a report on how 

this event changed their lives and what a wonderful 

learning experience it was for the group attending. 

Please pray they have a safe, fun, learning, memorable 

trip and many thanks to all for your love, support and 

prayers. 

-Pat Klinkerman 

The Body 

The Wine 

“This is the first group St. Matthew has ever sent 

to this event!” 

“I never thought we would raise this amount and I 

believe God had this planned for our youth to  at-

tend. “ 
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A commercial for The Pastor’s Sunday School. 

By Fred Harwell 

 

 

When I was a boy, my Mother leaned on me and mashed me right into the Church door. When 

The Pastor opened the door, I fell in. That did mean I got a good Southern Baptist raising, but 

when I became a man, I decided I would run my participation. Big mistake. Essentially, for 

about 40 years, I was a Bible reading heathen. I knew this was wrong – that I was supposed to 

be in Church on Sundays, visiting with GOD’s people and getting my recharge against the work-

ings of the Devil.   

I remember one instance at the place I worked. One day, things had turned kind of scary, and 

getting excited – I  took THE LORD’S name in vain. A fine CHRISTian gentleman that I worked 

with, Mr. Eddie Miller, became incensed and said, “Fred, I wish you would speak about someone 

that you KNOW.” That hit me right between the eyes. Later, I wondered if he could not really 

tell that, underneath all my bluster, I was a CHRISTian. I decided the answer to that must be 

no. 

Later, THE LORD took a man I had respect for in one field and made him into a Lutheran Pas-

tor. He, despite what he knew about me, invited me to come to his Church. I was very glad to 

find that our Church had a Sunday School – because I had some catching up to do there. The 

short commercial follows. 

Folks, Sunday School is: 

1.)  An opportunity to talk back to The Pastor (!)  and: 

2.) An opportunity to hear what content more experienced Christians      get out of a set 

of verses. That hour is chock full of quality comments by many people I respect.  

SURPRISE! You meet more people you can respect in a Church.  

I have met a couple of visitors named Denny and Lisa in that Sunday School who took a lot of 

notes. Evidently, they intended to get the utmost out of that hour. I have started to think about 

taking a pen in there myself.  

Denny and Lisa Reed of Kansas were back to visit us today. He’s the fellow with the colorful “Do

-Rags” that sits down front on the right by the lady with the pretty white curly hair.  

I admit that scared me at first - because Denny is not a devotee of Harley Davidson (as far as I 

know) but is another MD Anderson customer.  

It turned out that everything is fine - that they were just back for his 100 day checkup after the 

last procedure. Denny says they will be back for his next checkup in September. I told Denny 

he has to wear a sign on the back of his shirt saying-“Just a checkup, Fred” when he is in town.   
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Well the Lord said 

When I was dead 

I’d still be alive 

As long as I believe in Him 

He would be by my side 

And the Lord said 

He would even forgive 

A sinner like me 

He would never give up on me  

As long as I believed 

And the Lord said 

On resurrection day 

I would be welcome in His home 

He would forgive my sins  

And never leave me alone 

As long as I know He gave His life for 

me 

He would take me home 

 - Roy Waters   

(January 24, 1953-March 22, 2013) 

 

From the cover: 

The poem, “God is Watching O’er You” was written by  

Gloria Wesche Lehmann in 1942. It is one of 86 poems 

from Gloria’s poetry album  written from 1938 to 1950 at 

her home in Overland, Missouri.  Gloria won First Place for 

this particular poem in the St. Louis Talent Quest, August 

16, 1943.  

Gloria was a member of St. Matthew 

for many, many years. She passed a 

way several years ago and all those 

who knew her still miss her very much. 

We thank Dick Goodson for submitting 

this poem for publication and we look 

forward to reading  more of Gloria’s poems  in future is-

sues.  

 

 

Can you guess who this is? 

 

 

Who is this cute 

little boy looking 

dapper in his 

Sunday best? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( 

 

Editor’s Note: This is fun new addition to the Herald! 

Please submit baby/young child photos to  Brenda or 

Lisa to be included in upcoming issues.) 

(Doug Hammel, 

age 3 in New 

Jersey.) 



8 

Easter!  

March 31, 2013 
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Annual Crawfish Boil 

April 13, 2013 
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Letter from the Editor(s) 

 

Fellow members and friends of St. Matthew, we are pleased to publish our third quarter 2013  

Herald!    We hope you enjoy. 

 

There is a lot of activity abuzz at St Matthew.    To highlight a few: 

 

A new and improved St Matthew web site has been developed.   Many thanks to Robyn Albright and Kathy Praiswater 
Lottman for their leadership and creativity!     When I saw it at the congregation meeting, it brought tears to my 
eyes.  All of the lovely pictures of the children and members of St. Matthew really touched me.   I am so happy with our 
church family and the love that exists there!   

Well done!    As Robyn mentioned, the web site is our initial outreach to the community.   

 

A lot of work by the Board of Trustees to develop a go forward plan for correcting the foundation issues of the church 
and  future improvements to our facility.    I think we are all anxious to correct the foundation problems and improve 
the entrance of the church from the busy Main Street that we face.   Thanks to Bill Niksch, Brian Macmillan and John 
Lottman for their leadership in this endeavor. 

 

Another highlight is the upcoming Vacation Bible School in late July.  This is a great event not only for our church fami-
lies but also for our friends and  their families.  This is a great event and continues to get better and better each 
year.   The committee is looking for volunteers so if you can assist, please contact Julia Hall. 

 

Also a lot of activity with the Youth and their upcoming trip to San Antonio.  Thanks to everyone for their support.   

 

This is just a few highlights and we encourage you to read the entire Herald to learn more about the wonderful service 
to God and activities within our congregation. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Lisa Hammel and Brenda Johnson 
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April 20 Meeting  

 

Keep Calm 
 

“These things I have spoken 
unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace. In the world ye 

shall have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer; I have over-

come the world.” 
John 16:33 

Women’s Ministry 

 

Coffee & Donuts 

Do you enjoy that cup of coffee and your donut or, maybe two, during our fellowship hour? Well if 

you do, are you aware that the members of the St. Matthew Fellowship Club donate the donuts 

each Sunday? The amount raised from the sale of each of those donuts allows the Fellowship Club 

to furnish the coffee that goes so well with that morning treat. Please help the Fellowship Club continue to provide our 

weekly coffee service by contributing for each one of those delicious donuts you enjoy. Without the sale of donuts it 

makes it that much more difficult to continue to provide that cup of coffee each Sunday. Thank you for your support of 

the Fellowship Club as they continue to underwrite many of our congregation’s fellowship activities. 
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

5315 Main Street 

Houston, TX 77004-6810 

Phone: 713.526.5731 

Fax: 713.524.1709 

Email: ofcmg@stmatthewhouston.org 

Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn 

Organist: Kelly DeVany 

Choir Director: Sean Saunders 

Be a part of the Herald!!  

Take advantage of the opportunity to make announcements, publicize an 
event, tell a story or whatever else you feel is newsworthy. 

 

Send information to: 

Brenda Johnson-Brenda.schroeder06@sbcglobal.net 

Lisa Hammel-lkhammel@comcast.net 

OR place your article in the Herald mailbox in the back of the church. 

 

Don’t forget those baby/young child photos for our next issue! 


