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Join us….
 8:00 a.m. And
10:45 a.m. Worship Every Sunday
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for
Children and
Bible Study for
Adults
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MORE board
The Mission, Outreach and Evangelism Board
(MORE Board) works to provide opportunities for
fellowship both within the church and with prospective members out in the community. In addition, we
encourage church members to join us in our outreach
efforts through service projects. We started 2017 with
our 7th annual Super Bowl of Chili cook-off. It was a
great success with 15 wonderful entries. Johanne Graham was the winner and was awarded the Golden
Spoon trophy.
The board met March 8th to plan some fun fellowship and outreach activities for
the upcoming year. First up is the Spring Spruce Up on April 8th at 10:00 am. We
will tackle projects inside the church and in the gardens to freshen things up. The
Women’s Ministry will provide lunch. Please come out and help maintain our
church’s beauty. Also on the calendar is an Ice Cream Social on June 25th. It will
be held at a time to be determined in conjunction with our vacation bible school.
We have also planned the dates for our Fall Taco Party on September 10th and the
Parish Picnic on October 8th.
A new activity being planned is a dinner group whereby parishioners sign up, and
six to eight people per social group are randomly selected to gather monthly for a
shared meal. It’s a great way to branch out and meet church members who you
might not otherwise get to know. Each group would decide the when, where, etc.
More details to follow in the fall, after summer vacations are over.
Mickey Phoenix has designed some tee shirts with the Lutheran Rose on them to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of Reformation. We will be selling them to
raise money for service projects. Be looking for order forms soon. Speaking of service projects, we are looking for service projects for our members to get involved
with, such as volunteering at the Food Bank, or with Habitat for Humanity, or serving at a soup kitchen, to name a few. If you have any ideas of projects that need
volunteers, please contact any MORE Board member.
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Lutheran Rose t-shirt
design (front)

Logo on the back

SMLC Book Club

The next meeting of The reading will be The
the SMLC Book Club Clowns of God by Morris
will be at the home West.
of Greg and Julia Hall
on Friday, March 31.
Easter Eggs
Please donate plastic,
filled eggs (any
size) for the egg hunts
on Easter. Eggs may
be filled with small
toys, stickers, wrapped
candy, money
(maximum 25¢ per

egg); NO chocolate
please (it
melts). Eggs may be
placed in the basket
in the Fellowship
Hall. Empty eggs will
be available to take to

fill beginning Sunday,
March 26th on the
table by the parking
lot entry. Thank You.
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Men’s Ministry
Caption describing picture
or graphic.

Journey continues: April 22, 2017
Time: 9:00 A.M.
Where: St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Topic: Dare To Be Uncommon Part 3

.

The SMLC Vacation Bible School
program will be held on June 24th and 25th
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Chili Cook Off
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Church Committee Positions
CHURCH
COUNCIL
Caption describing picture
or graphic.

.

BOARD OF
YOUTH

STEWARDSHIP
BOARD

Dan McManus

President

Pat Klinkerman

Casey Garrett

Lloyd Klinkerman

Vice President

Aimee Dobson

Nancy Canady

Elizabeth Del Bosque

Secretary

Jesse Meaike

Paul Born

Marla Niksch

Treasurer

Brooke Meaike

Mike Van Wie

Rise Engler

Finance Secretary

Frances Taylor

Head Usher

Kristen Wiesenborn

Sunday School Superintendent

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MORE BOARD

PARISH EDUCATION

Bill Niksch

Michelle Phoenix

Julia Hall

Michael Janicek

Kirtley Born

Stephen Cedillo

Dan Schrader

Tyler Bettenhausen

Shelly Solcher

Brian Macmillan

Shelly Bettenhausen

Amy Cedillo

Nate Green

Michelle Witte

Kerstin Cleveland Green

BOARD OF ELDERS
Rob Johnson
David Engler
Addison Graham
Jim Witte
Mark McMillen
Fred Harwell
Roy Pace
Calvin Alexander
Greg Hall
Pete Friddell
Doyle Del Bosque
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Andrew Herbert Olson, Jr., 85, passed away Sunday, February 26, 2017. He was born May 24,
1931 in Houston, TX to parents, Andrew Herbert
Olson, Sr. & Clara Thompson Olson.
Andrew is survived by his daughters, Gwendolyn
Ayres (T. Kevin), Ruth Olson, and Paula Godinich
(Stephen); grandchildren, Lauren Grabau (J. Daniel), Kathryn Ayres, Alexander Godinich, Preston
Godinich, and Connor Godinich; sisters, Norma
Powell, and Jean Murray.
Visitation will be held Sunday, March 5, 2017 from
2-5 PM at Heights Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held the following day at 11 Am, at
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, followed by a reception in the church fellowship hall. Interment will follow at Forest Park
Lawndale Cemetery.
Memorial contributions in Mr. Olson's honor can be made to St. Matthew Lutheran Church of Houston, Lutheran Hour Ministries, or Lutheran Deaf Youth Ministries.
Women’s Ministry Update by Brenda
Schroeder

If you have not attended a
Women’s Ministry event, you
are missing out. Shelly
Bettenhausen, Brooke Meaike,
and Kerstin Green have put
together a very interesting
program for 2017. The group
typically meets on the
2nd Saturday of the month
around 10 AM either at the
church or someone’s home.

In February the group had a very touching and personal sharing event where every
attendee brought something that represented them, their life or what is important
to them. I have known many of the church women for years but learned things
about each of them. Many of the attendees said they didn’t want to leave. It was
a very special event for all in attendance.
In March, the super talented Shelly Bettenhausen led us in a painting on canvas
event at the church. We have some creative and talented people in the
church. Unfortunately, yours truly is not.:(
The next event is the Spring Spruce Up and Lunch on April 8th.
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Crawfish Boil 2017
The St. Matthew
Crawfish Boil will
be Saturday, May 6
from 5:30 PM until
they are gone. The
event will be held in
the St. Matthew
Courtyard with
crawfish, shrimp,
corn, potatoes, sausage, onions, (and
other special ingredients which require
a security clearance
to disclose). We will
also be preparing
some Texas-style
deep fried desserts.

Congratulations to Nate and Kerstin Green!!

Beer, Ice tea, lemonade, and water will
be provided.
We will order pizza
for children who
have not developed
the taste for crawfish yet. All proceeds collected over
the cost will be applied to the Youth
2019 conference and
other youth activities.
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Spring Spruce Up and Church Work Day

Join us on April
8th for our annual
Spring Spruce up
and Church Work
Day! We will
begin at 8 AM.
No matter what

your skill level, we
can use your help!
Please speak with
Doyle Del Bosque,
Bill Niksch or
Robyn Ackerman
to get more information.

Volunteer Spotlight– Evelyn Garner
There are a few wonderful people who quietly lend time and effort in making SMLC thrive. They aren’t always recognized and thanked for the help they give and I wanted to have an avenue to do just that. So, keep
a lookout in your Heralds for my volunteer spotlight and offer a word of thanks on behalf of SMLC (and
me!) for all that they do.-Robyn Ackerman

It isn’t polite to mention a lady’s age but Ms. Evelyn Garner is probably older than
you. Other than being a congregant, she was very involved in choir, LWML, worked
in the office officially, and even sent her children to the school here when it was
open. Evelyn is a powerhouse-make no mistake. Don’t let her size or age fool you.
What you might not know about her is that she comes in almost every week to help
with administrative tasks. She mastered the copy machine with a calm determination. All the letters to shut ins are hand addressed, the bulletin covers are copied,
the weekly bulletins are assembled, midweek Lent meals are cooked, and good advice is distributed by Evelyn Garner. If you want to know some information about
the church, it is a safe bet that Evelyn will know. She is always kind, always diligent
and always willing to help.
I want to thank Evelyn on behalf of SMLC for her service and dedication to this
church and its members.
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Young Professional Bible Study

Room. Join us in
our lesson on the
Augsburg Confession and how it is
Starting Wednesjust as relevant to
day, 4/19, YP
the life of the
Group will be
Church today as it
meeting every othwas during sixer Wednesday at 8 teenth century
9 PM in the Club
NEW TIME for
Young Professionals Group!

Reformation.

Camp Out VBS

Registration for
participants and
volunteers now
open! VBS will be
held on June 24th
and 25th. The
weekend format is
perfect for visiting
friends and family!

Please place completed registration
forms in the offering plate or fill out
a digital form on
the church website!
See Nate and
Kerstin Green with
any questions!
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Parish Ministry
Parish Ministry focuses on the congregation members of St. Matthew. The ministry ensures that the church’s members are supported through encouragement, understanding,
and needed resources. Care for the body, soul, and spirit are recognized in 1 John 3:16-18:
“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees
a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that
person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”
Parish ministry (sometimes known as Parish Nursing, Health Ministry, Caring Ministry),
was the idea of Dr. Granger Westberg in 1984. Wholistic Centers were created in community churches to deliver health and spiritual care. He believed that congregation members
were missing out on opportunities to utilize their talents to help other members. Initially,
the ministry began with congregation members that were nurses but has evolved into the
participation of all members serving to support and encourage members of the church
and the surrounding community (Packett, 2017).
The ministry is versatile in its ability to provide a variety of thoughtful care to its members. The ministry performs such activities as; visitations, mail outs of cards and letters,
telephone calls, assisting members in attending worship service and church activities. Parish Ministry can also coordinate and promote volunteerism, educational opportunities,
advocate for a healthy and spiritual lifestyle, and act as a liaison for needed resources.
All are welcomed to be a part of the Parish Ministry. If interested please let us know. Contacts are; Julia Hall, Casey Garrett, Brenda Johnson, Nancy Canady, Elizabeth Del
Bosque, Robyn Ackerman, or myself. We would be happy to have anyone interested to
join us on this new adventure of fostering serving others with support and care while
strengthening the commitment to our congregation members.
Blessings
Doyle Del Bosque

Reference
Packett, A. (2017). Parish/faith based nursing. Retrieved from https://
nursinghistory.appstate.edu/parishfaith-based-nursing

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally
We would like to invite you to worship with us.
We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relationships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we
grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals,
couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible
study, and special events.
ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
5315 MAIN ST.
HOUSTON, TX 77004

Come join our church family.

Phone: 713.526.5731
Fax: 713.524.1709
Email: ofcmg@stmatthewhouston.org
Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn
Organist: Jeannine Rowden
Choir Director: Laura Bohlmann
Business Administrator: Robyn Ackerman

