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Lent and Holy Week Worship Services
“Not as I will, but as You will,” Jesus prayed to his father the night before he went to
Join us….
 8:00 a.m. And 10:45
a.m. Worship Every
Sunday
 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School for Children
and Bible Study for
Adults

the cross for our salvation. And that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do
God’s will in our lives, as we draw near to the observance of Christ’s suffering, death
and resurrection during Holy Week. Each of our midweek services will focus on a different aspect of God’s will at work among us. Biblical characters are used as insightful
reference points each week to guide us in following our Lord more nearly day by day.
This year the Pastor and Elders have decided to offer midweek services only at 7:00
pm (due to low attendance at the mid-day services).
February 14, Ash Wednesday: God’s Will and Promise (Abraham and Isaac)
February 21: God’s Will and My Inadequacy (Moses)
February 28: God’s Will and My Dreams (David)
March 7: God’s Will and My Identity (Mary)
March 14: God’s Will and My Worldview (Paul)
March 21: God’s Will and My Response (Lydia)
March 25, Palm Sunday: God’s Will when we are Not Willing
March 29, Maundy Thursday: God’s Will and Joyful Service
March 30, Good Friday Tenebrae: God’s Will Is Done
April 1, Easter Sunday: God’s Will for the New Creation

St. Matthew Welcomes New Members!
The following people have recently been
received as new members of St. Matthew
Lutheran Church. Please take the time to
introduce yourself to each of them:
David and Crystal Laurie (son Tobias)
Patrick Lenz
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Join the Young Professional’s Bible Study on the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays of the month at 8 pm in the Club Room.
They will be starting a new series “Every One His Witness”. Please contact Jeff Carpenter if you have any
questions. jeffcarpenter2015@yahoo.com

8th Annual Super Bowl of Chili Cookoff
Sunday, February 11th in the Fellowship Hall following the late service.
Please use the Sign Up Sheet by the Parking Lot door to sign up for items
to bring.
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Children’s Choir
The Children’s Choir led by Shelly Bettenhausen will make its debut singing during
worship services this Spring! Mark your calendars for the following Sundays: January 28,
March 25 (Palm Sunday), and May 13
(Mother’s Day).
Rehearsals will continue at the normal 9:30 a.m. Sunday School meeting time in
the Chapel on Sunday mornings. All are welcome! Invite your friends!
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2017 Christmas and Advent
Thank you to Julia Hall for the wonderful pictures!
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What Kind of Christian Are You? From the Stewardship pamphlet

A new beginning like that offered with each day, but for a whole new
year! So now is the time to get out a calendar and block out the year
ahead, week by week, month by month, season upon season. What
activities do you plan to do this year? What things would you like to accomplish? Have anything to wrap up this year? Maybe something to
start?
That is what the New Year is about: a time to begin, a time to finish, a
time to look forward, a time to recall, a time to seek, an time to fund, a
time for us all to be all that we are and all the God created us to be!
From the viewpoint of both the church and the secular world, we will
now be in a New Year of Grace. For the church, New Year’s came on
the first Sunday in Advent, and for the world, it will come on January
1st. With God, there is no time. God is eternal, without beginning
and without ending. A thousand years in God’s sight is but a moment
past. We, however, live in time, the time given to us by God, the Creator of time. Time is given to us to live in, for and through God. Time
is made holy ( or unholy) by how we use it, either to the glory of God,
or to the Glory of ourselves, as we are known to God.
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“I Choose”
Some time ago a very good friend sent an
email Valentine card that contained some
words of encouragement which were written
by Christian Pastor Max Lucado. It’s called
“Each Day...”
“The day is coming. The refuge of the
early morning will be invaded by decisions to
be made and deadlines to be met. For the
next twelve hours I will be exposed to the
day’s demands. It is now I must make a
choice. Because of Calvary, I am free to
choose – and so, I choose.
▪

▪

I will be overlooked before I will boast. I
will confess before I will accuse.
I choose goodness.
▪

I choose faithfulness… Today I will keep
my promises. My debtors will not regret
their trust. My associates will not question my word. My wife will not question
my love. And my children will never fear
that their father will not come home.

▪

I choose gentleness… Nothing is won by
force. I choose to be gentle. If I raise my
voice, may it be only in praise. If I clench
my fist, may it only be in prayer. If I
make a demand, may it only be of myself.

I choose joy… I will invite my God to be ▪
the God of circumstance. I will refuse the
temptation to be cynical… the tool of the
lazy thinker. I will refuse to see people as
anything less than human beings, created
by God. I will refuse to see any problem
as anything less than an opportunity to
see God.

I choose self control… I am a spiritual
being; after this body is dead, my spirit
will soar. I refuse to let what will rot rule
the eternal. I will be drunk only by joy. I
will be impassioned only by my faith. I
will be influenced only by God. I will be
taught only by Christ.”

I choose love… No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness.
I choose love. Today I will love God and
what God loves.

▪

▪ I choose peace… I will live forgiven. I will
forgive so that I may live.
▪

▪

I choose goodness… I will go without a
dollar before I take a dishonest one.

“Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.
I choose patience… I will overlook the
To these I commit my day. If I succeed, I will
inconveniences of the world. Instead of give thanks. If I fail, I will seek His grace.
cursing the one who takes my place, I’ll
And then, when this day is done, I will place
invite him to do so. Rather than commy head on my pillow and rest. May your day
plain that the wait is too long, I will thank
be blessed in Jesus!”~ Pastor Mark
God for a moment to pray. Instead of
clenching my fist at new assignments, I
will face them with joy and courage.
I choose kindness… I will be kind to the
poor, for they are alone. I will be kind to
the rich, for they are afraid. And kind to
the unkind, for such is how God has
treated me.
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SMLC Book Club
The SMLC Book Club will meet again on February 9th at the
home of Rob Johnson. Food will be provided but please bring
your beverage of choice. The Book is “Origin” by Dan Brown.

Young Professionals Christmas Party
Thank you so much to
the Bettenhausen family for opening their
beautiful home to host
the Christmas Party.
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Board of Parish Education Update
Our team is excited about the opportunities in 2018!
We look forward to what God has planned for St. Matthew Lutheran
Church in 2018! Our team consists of Jennifer Bruce, Kristin Janicek,
Allison Robinson, Shelley Solcher, Kristen Wiesenborn and Michelle
Witte.

What’s Happening?!


Parish Education Board Meeting—Our next meeting is Sunday, January 28 at
12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.



Life Sunday—Lutheran’s for Life Sunday is January 21st. Turn in those Baby
Bottles filled with change on Life Sunday. Benefiting the Women’s Pregnancy
Center in Houston, TX.



The Family Project—We are looking for a facilitator to lead the Family Project
(a video series Bible Study from Focus on the Family). If interested contact
Jennifer.



Financial Peace University—We are looking for a facilitator to lead Financial
Peace University (a video-based teaching series that teaches families and individuals how to be financially responsible. We want to start offering this at St.
Matthew and hope to find someone interested in leading this study.



Church Nursery—The Nursery is going well and we are so thankful for the
support from the congregation.



Church Cry Room—The Cry Room could use some updates to make it more
family –friendly. Look for more information to come for ways you can help.



Christmas Program—The Choir & Children’s Christmas Program was beautiful and we are already discussing 2018’s Christmas Program!
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Children’s Choir—The Children’s Choir led by Shelly Bettenhausen will make
its debut singing during worship services this Spring! Mark your calendars for
the following Sundays: January 28, March 25 (Palm Sunday), and May 13
(Mother’s Day).



Family Group—Several families with young children started an open group for
families. Family Group is a way to connect to other families with children
through 5th Grade. Older/Younger Siblings are welcome. We support and
encourage each other in a fun and relaxed social environment. Visitors are
welcome! The group meets about once a month.

If you have an comments, questions, suggestions or concerns regarding Parish Education please contact Jennifer Bruce at 713-725-4306/jenbrucemail@gmail.com.

St. Matthew’s Youth Group will be holding a food
drive/monetary collection through Sunday, February 4
to benefit the Houston Covenant House.
The mission of Covenant House Texas
(www.covenanthousetx.org) is to offer homeless and
runaway youth a safe haven from the dangers of street
life and abuse as well as provide them with the necessary skills, training, and emotional support to choose
positive life alternatives and develop into selfsufficient adults.
Please contact Pat Klinkerman with questions

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally
We would like to invite you to worship with us.
We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relationships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we
grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals,
couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible
study, and special events.
ST MATTHEW LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Come join our church family.

5315 Main St.
Houston, TX 7004

Phone: 713.526.5731
Fax: 713.524.1709
Email: ofcmgr@stmatthewhouston.org
Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn
Organist: Jeannine Rowden
Choir Director: Laura Bohlmann
Business Administrator: Robyn Ackerman

