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Places of the Passion
Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Worship Services
Join us….
 8:00 a.m. And 10:45
a.m. Worship Every
Sunday
 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School for Children
and Bible Study for
Adults

The scenes of Lent are familiar. The Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsemane,
the halls of Pontius Pilate, and the hill of Golgotha—these are the places we remember when we meditate on our Lord’s Passion. Yet when Jesus enters a place,
He never leaves it as He found it. The most troubling places in our lives become the
most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits them.
For this reason, in our midweek Lenten series, we will read and contemplate
Luke’s account of our Lord’s Passion. Each week, we will read a different section
of the story; and each week, Luke will take us to a different place, the places of the
Passion.
Our focus, however, will not be on these physical places. Instead, we will gaze
in wonder on the spiritual work that our Lord does there. Jesus will share His
strength in our times of weakness. He will fill us with His praise in the midst of our
sorrow. Week after week, we will enter the places of the Passion only to discover
our Lord . . . waiting for us . . . willing to share with us a love that was set in place
before the foundations of the world.
Plan to come to our Lenten and Holy Week services this year. Prepare to enter
into these places of devotion, for there your Lord will meet you, sharing with you
His wondrous love that saves a fallen world.

Sermon Titles and Texts
Feb. 10, Ash Wednesday: “A Place at the Table for You” (Luke 22:1–13)
Feb. 17, Lent Midweek 1: “The Upper Room: A Place of Service” (Luke 22:14
–38)
Feb. 24, Lent Midweek 2: “Gethsemane: A Place of Strength” (Luke 22:39–46)
Mar. 2, Lent Midweek 3: “The Betrayal: A Place of Eternal Love” (Luke 22:47
–53)
Mar. 9, Lent Midweek 4: “The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal” (Luke 22:54–
62)
Mar. 16, Lent Midweek 5: “The Trial: A Place of God’s Will” (Luke 22:63–
23:25)
Mar. 24, Holy Thursday: “The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness” (Luke
22:7–23)
Mar. 25, Good Friday: “Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love” (Luke 23:44–49)
Mar. 27, Easter: “The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering” (Luke 24:1–11)

Herald 2016
Page 2

Our Birthday Is Getting Closer
St Matthew will be celebrating its 90th birthday
this year! Mark McMillen, Rob Johnson and
Pastor Mark are on the
planning committee.
Tentative plans are to
have Pastor Howard Patten return for a special
service on May 15. There
will be only one service at
10:00 a.m. that day.
Mark your calendar!

There will also be a social
either on May 14 or after
the service on May 15.
Members have expressed
an interest in having a
dinner at Mark’s Restaurant on Westheimer,
which was the original
location of the church.
This was an event during
the 75th anniversary and
was a very nice evening.

This dinner would be on
a week night or a luncheon after church. I will
be working on organizing
this dinner. More details
later…. . Thanks.
-Brenda Johnson

Women’s Ministry Tea Party
In early January (the day
the Texans got eliminated
from the playoffs L), the
Women’s Ministry hosted a tea party. The women enjoyed tea, tea sandwiches, scones, fruit and
other goodies. Women
were encouraged to bring
their own mug and share
the story behind their
mug!

Hmmm…. Two women had
to borrow mugs from me but
I will keep that to myself. I
was then given the honor
to select an appropriate
mug for them. Several
women wore hats to
make the event more special. Julia Hall got the
prize here. There was
then a discussion re: the

special aspects of God’s
cups of tea. Please see
page 10-11 for the devotional used at the party.
-Brenda Johnson
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SMLC Book Club-2016 First Event
This month’s book was titled “A Walk with Angels” by Joan Wester Anderson.
This book was recommended by Mary Niemann. Joan experienced a situation
where she and her son believe that angels intervened when he was stranded in a
snow storm and saved his life. She then reached out to others to see if they had
had similar experiences. Each chapter is a story that people had shared with her
where they either saw an angel or had some miraculous event. The group at the
meeting then shared their personal experiences with divine intervention.
The next book is titled “The Relic Master” by Christopher Buckley. The meeting
will be on Friday, April 8 at 7 PM (date moved a bit to accommodate for Easter and
spring breaks) at the home of Rob and Brenda Johnson. Watch the weekly bulletin for more information.
The club meets every two months and the meeting is hosted at someone’s home.
We would love for you to attend, even you have not read the book. If you are
interested, contact Elizabeth Del Bosque. –Brenda Johnson
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2015 Christmas and Advent
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DEATH BY

Chocolate

The Women’s Ministry will be enjoying a potluck of chocolate-themed
treats at the church at 10 a.m. on Saturday, February 13.
Childcare will be provided.
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Women’s Ministry Holiday Cookie Exchange
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Good Samaritan
Lutheran Home
Good Samaritan Lutheran Home, Cypress, Texas, (Good Sam) is a facility for people with developmental disabilities located in Cypress, Texas .
Good Sam accepts all Campbell Company labels, soups, pasta, etc. for
the purpose of recompense from Campbell Soup Company. They purchase items that are not in the budget of the facility for the aid of their
residents. Music, recreational, and educational items being their top priority.
All Campbell labels are accepted, the stipulation is that the BAR CODE
is NOT mutilated. There is a labeled plastic box, red lid, in the back
hallway on the shelf by the Elder’s boxes to receive your donations. This
is one of the Mission projects of our church. Donated items will be forwarded to Good Sam. May the Lord’s blessings be upon your for your
generosity.

Communidad De Gracia
A LINC Mission
Communidad de Gracia, A LINC mission in the East End, Harrisburg
area, is in need of winter clothing for men, women and children. New
or gently used, clean and wearable items are appreciated. Sweaters,
coats, and long sleeved heavier tees, pants, dresses, suits, mittens/
gloves, shoes and handbags will be put to good use. Items may be
placed in the LINC closet in the hallway off the back parking lot. May
the Lord bless you for your donations
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Drop in For Tea
Julia Bettencourt

Thought we could sit down for some tea together. Have you noticed how many new
blends there are for us to try? I love trying new tea flavors. Sometimes I end up
liking the flavors and sometimes not so much. Some are too strong, too weak, or
just have odd tastes to me. Others I thoroughly enjoy.
Many blends are good for us and today we are going to share in some cups of tea
that are good for us as Christians.
Royal-TEA (Galatians 4:7): So you are no longer a slave, but God's child; and since

you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

This source for this tea is straight from the well of Living Water. When we
accept Christ as our Savior, we become part of His royal family so we
should be living like we are one of His children.

Personali-TEA (John 13:35): By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,

if you love one another.

As Christians, we represent the person of Christ, so He should be part of
our persona.

Hones-TEA (Ephesians 4:25): Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and

speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

In today's world, a cup of honesty sure is refreshing. As a Christian, honesty is something we should be filled with.

Accountabili-TEA (Romans 14:12): So then, each of us will give an account of our-

selves to God.

We all have to drink this one. We are all responsible for how we live this
life on earth and what we do or don't do for Christ.

Adversi-TEA (2 Corinthians 12:9,10): But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient

for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That
is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Watch out! It's hot and may be a hard one to swallow, but sometimes the
Lord knows we need a good strong drink of it. What I love is that this lend
Congratulations to Nate and Kerstin Green!!
of tea always comes served with grace. Sufficient grace. Our cup's never
filled with more than we can drink at one time.
Generosi-TEA (Luke 6:38): Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

Notice how a cup of this will keep refilling itself? When we give, the Lord
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Availabili-TEA (Isaiah 6:8): Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will

go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”

We all should be willing and ready to drink this blend.
Laughabili-TEA (Proverbs 17:22): A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the

bones.

Be sure to get a full cup. This blend of tea has medicinal purposes and I sure feel good when I
drink this one. May I have a refill, please?

Uni-TEA (Psalm 133:1): How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!
When you are drinking this blend, it causes a sweet spirit which can benefit those around you.
Humili-TEA (Acts 20:19): I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe

testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents.

Before we can pick up this cup, sometimes we have to swallow a little of our own pride first. As a
Christian, humility should be part of our character.

Hospitali-TEA (1 Peter 4:9): Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
This blend is for sharing. Be sure to serve it up to others.
Conclusion
I hope I'm drinking in all the things I need to in order to live my Christian life to the fullest. It will all
add up to my Spirituali-TEA.
When we are walking in the spirit instead of the flesh, we begin reflecting Christ. The whole chapter of
Romans 8 is talking about living in the spirit. In verse 13 of that chapter, it is talking about mortifying
the deeds of the body and keeping sin under control. We need to work on getting the way we live under
control of the spirit instead of living in the flesh.

"For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body,
ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." Romans 8:13,14
How we live reflects Who we serve and when we begin sipping on those "teas" in our life and concentrating on those areas, we begin reflecting Christ more. Sin and the flesh will have a hard time sneaking in
when we are living like Christ intended for us to live.
I don't know about you, but when I sit down and have a cup of tea (or coffee) in the morning, it puts me
in the right mindset for the day. These "teas" will help put us in the right frame of mind too. Reflecting
on these areas of our lives will give us a boost in our spiritually.

"For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace."
Romans 8:5,6
So, how's your tea?
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Emergency Aid Coalition (EAC) 2016
Events
By Brenda Johnson
As you know, EAC is one of the missions supported by St. Matthew. EAC’s
mission statement: EAC is an interfaith organization that collaborates to
provide temporary assistance in the form of food, clothing and other basic
needs, with an emphasis on serving the working poor.

There are many ways that you can support the EAC and its mission. They
range from making sandwiches at the church on Sunday that are distributed to
the homeless during the week to volunteering at the EAC either in their
clothing center or the food pantries at the Fannin location (directly behind
SMLC) or the Houston Food Bank Pantry that EAC runs. You can also donate
food, clothing or monies to support the EAC.

Currently, the EAC is in desperate need of men’s jeans/khaki pants (sizes 3036), belts of all sizes, shoes – both sneakers and work boots, and T shirts,
casual and dress shirts. There is a closet in the back of the church where you
can deposit these items or bring direct to the EAC offices on Fannin Street.

A few upcoming events for you to be aware:
EAC will be the beneficiary of the West University Rotary Club’s annual golf
tournament. The tournament will be held on Monday, April 18 at the
Riverbend Country Club. You can participate by playing golf, sponsoring a
hole or making a donation. Perhaps you could approach your employer about
sponsoring a team or a hole. For more information contact the Rotary Club at
713 661 3183 or watch the EAC web site at: http://eachouston.org/.

EAC’s annual gala will be held on Saturday, May 7 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel.
Maggie Kaparich is a co-chair of this event and can provide more information
as well as the weekly bulletin. Also watch the EAC web site at: http://
eachouston.org/.

If you want more information re: the EAC or how you can support, contact
SMLC’s EAC board members, Brenda Johnson and Bill Niksch.
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If you are interested
in taking part in Parish Ed, being an usher, reading Scripture
on Sundays, or volunteering with any particular groups, we
would love to have

you. Please contact
the office and let
Robyn know what
your interests are .
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The Hands of Friendship by Doyle Del Bosque
The start of the new year brings new opportunities and fresh starts to those wishing
for a new beginning. There may be the desire to improve health through exercise,
change in diet, and weight loss. Many have a wish to mend struggling relationships
or repair old wounds that have been allowed to endure far too long. Some seize the
moment to rededicate their lives to increased prayer, attending church services, and
serving others. However, it is the chance to reacquaint the heart and mind with our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that can provide the greatest impact to our lives.
Elders are given the charge of caring for the congregation, the church, and the pastor. This duty requires vigilant watch over each individual component and routine
reflection on the fulfillment of the responsibilities assigned to the position. The
Apostle Paul reminds us that elders are to be diligent in their guidance of the congregation--people under their commission. He tells them that temptation and evil
will attempt to influence the flock and for them to be attentive shepherds.
“28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with
his own
blood.29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among
you and will not
spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will
arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on
your guard!” (Acts 20: 28-31)
This diligence also applies to the second element of responsibility, the church. The
Elders have a good deal of pride in St. Matthew. She (men refer to those things they
adore as “she”) has always held her arms open for those seeking a spiritual community while providing a warm and comforting sanctuary for those in need. Recently,
she has required some attention from the people she has looked after for ninety
years. The friends around her may reach higher into the sky and wear lots of
makeup but none possess the inner beauty of our church.
The appointment of an Elder is reserved for those individuals that have gained life
experience, remained strong in faith, and present a mature approach to spiritual
and societal complications. In order to keep a watchful eye on our members we
must also hold ourselves accountable in the manner that is stated in 1st Timothy:
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“Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer
is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see
that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect.
5
(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of
God’s church?) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited
and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s
trap.” (1 Timothy 3:2-7)
Evil relishes enticing those that are dedicated to the service of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Elders are prime targets and would be a feather in the cap of the immoral
adversaries.
Elders tend to perform their duties admirably when it comes to the congregation
and assuring the church services are conducted in the proper procedure. However,
what about the third element, the pastor? It is true that Elders are to ensure that
the pastor faithfully adhere to the duties of the Office of Ministry and provide
council to the pastor when concerns are presented to the Board. Have you given
thought to what it must be like to be a pastor, or more specifically our pastor? The
hours of a pastor are not a daily routine of 8 to 5 with weekends off for down
time. A pastor is always on call for his congregation and church. He is willing to
suspend everything for our needs whether it is to just listen or provide spiritual
guidance. However, my question goes beyond the pastoral and elder obligations.
The pastor is often thought of first as a minister and not as a husband, father, and
friend. I think it sometimes might seem lonely from a pastor’s view. Have you ever
wondered who he turns to in troubled times, intense stress, or even in those rare
cases where he might feel all alone? Friendships, especially close friendships, are
not always common and are a special blessing from God. I wonder how easy it is
for pastors to make close friends and have those people actually see him as a friend
and not as their pastor. The pastor and his elders share a common bond that goes
beyond board meetings and the spiritual welfare of the congregation. We are
brothers bound together in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us always remember to extend the hand of friendship as we fulfill our duties . .
. even beyond the walls of the church.

Serving the Heart of Houston and Reaching Out Globally
We would like to invite you to worship with us.
We pray that St. Matthew can be a place where you can develop relationships that are supportive and encouraging in your daily life, as together we
grow in faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The people of St. Matthew Lutheran Church seek to encourage individuals,
couples, and families through worship, prayer, counseling, educations, Bible
study, and special events.
ST MATTHEW LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Come join our church family.

5315 Main St.
Houston, TX 7004

Phone: 713.526.5731
Fax: 713.524.1709
Email: ofcmgr@stmatthewhouston.org
Visit our website: www.stmatthewhouston.org
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Pastor: Rev. Mark Wiesenborn
Organist: Kelly DeVany
Choir Director: Laura Bohlmann
Business Administrator: Robyn Albright

